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LIFE UNAFFECTED BY TIME 
“For as the Days of a Tree Are the Days of My People” 
[ PAGE 111] 
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“Behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having 
salvation . . . and le shall speak peace unto the heathen: 
and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from 
the river even to the ends of the earth.” (Zech. 9: 9-10.) 
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———— today as weather-beaten 
sentinels of the past, towering above 
all the vegetation around them, are the 
giant trees in the ancient forests of the 
West. Many of these sequoias were but 
tender saplings — just breaking the ground 
—a century or two after Noah and his 
sons began their mission of re-peopling the 
earth, following the destruction wrought 
by the Deluge. Today they are the oldest 
living evidences of life which have spanned 
the centuries; trees which came to matur- 
ity before Rome was founded and under 
whose shadows wild beasts lay in the days 
when Israel was still wandering in the 
wilderness. They stand as mute testimony 
to the actuality of centuries of life. 

National reservations have been set 
aside to preserve these giant trees and 
every precaution is taken to guard them 
against harm and destruction. Yet, more 
precious by far is the life of every human 
being born into this world, for each has 
the potential possibility of receiving life 
unaffected by time. It is to be a gift to 
those who comply with the required con- 
ditions and will assure their awakening in 
the resurrection through Him who is the 
resurrection and the life. Self-discipline 
and righteousness are requisite to this 
glorious attainment. 

Safeguards have been placed around 


our great forests to assure the continued 
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life of the trees but we are: failing to 
cleanse our land of evil and remove tempt- 
ing habit-forming indulgences which sap 
the spiritual life of a nation. Preserving 
these magnificent sequoias is important, 
but the need is exceedingly more vital to 
nurture and protect the lives of our young 
men and women that they may not, 
through careless upbringing and ungodli- 
ness, forfeit their right to the fullness of 
the promise of life unaffected by time. 

The prophet Isaiah, speaking of a day 
to come when men shall live, and not die, 
said, “For as the days of a tree are the days 
of my people, and mine elect shall long 
enjoy the work of their hands.” Can it be 
that God in His providence has preserved 
these giants of antiquity as a testimony 
for the purpose of giving force and mean- 
ing to the words of His prophet —a 
living example of life unaffected by time? 
We know that beyond this vale of sorrow 
and trouble there is the possibility of con- 
tinuous life under conditions of prosperity 
and peace for those who, having overcome 
all things, are worthy to attain to this 
higher calling. Ought we not to make the 
way easier and lighten the burden of the 
young men and women who travel the 
highway by removing the stumbling 
blocks of evil that they may know the 
way of life and be counted worthy to 
receive this greatest of all gifts? 
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OUR attention, as you read this 

y publication, is directed toward 
the destinies of the nations of the 

world, the war, and our changing 
economy. The conclusions are based 
on the only authoritative source — the 
prophecies of the Holy Bible. In this 
way one can know the purpose and 
outcome of present chaos and you may 
well be startled, if this is your first 
acquaintance with its national phase, 
to discover the Bible as the most mod- 
ern Book in the world. Containing in- 
formation we must all shortly take into 
account, it deals mainly with the ori- 
gin, history and destiny of one race and 
it is very probable that you are of that 
race, thus both the Bible and Destiny 
deserve your consideration and study. 

Destiny identifies the Anglo-Saxon- 
Celtic and kindred peoples as the 
House of Israel under the leadership 
of the United States of America and 
Great Britain, and proceeds to prove 
it to be true. The magazine itself is 
published by plain Americans who 
have serjously studied God’s Word in 
the Scriptures and who have seen 
God’s hand in American and world 
history. We are not introducing a new 
religion. We are not a sect. In a time 
when esteem for the Bible has greatly 
declined, we stand for the truth of the 
Book as applied to the spiritual, eco- 
nomic and political life of man on the 
earth and so have formed a non-profit 
organization — which is undenomina- 
tional— to publish these truths in 
order that others may possess this im- 
portant information. 

Our responsibility in these matters is 
deepened by the fact that the Anglo- 
Saxons are the people with whom God 
made His unalterable Covenant, and 
upon whom He laid His Law. That is, 
we accept the Scripture which de- 
scribes a servant race appointed by 
God as the earthly vehicle of His pur- 
pose to the nations. This people He 
called Israel. Selected, disciplined, dis- 
persed on their mission, they are here 
now — these are still Bible times in 
the truest sense — and it is a marvel- 
ous, continuing-on-through-the-centu- 
ries history. For we note that Israel 
left Palestine, while the Jews remained. 
We trace Israel out of the East and 
across Europe to their new settlement 
in the Isles, then on to America. By 
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what the prophets wrote of them, what 
the monuments record, what the tradi- 
tions preserve, by the “way-marks” 
they left at various stages of their jour- 
ney, but mostly by the way they have 
fulfilled, unconsciously, what the Word 
of God states concerning them, and by 
the innumerable evidences of God’s 
providence in their present situation, 
we know who and where they are, 
and what they will do. 
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Israel! To many folk, today, the 
true meaning of this lovely name is lost 
or obscured. The fallacy persists that 
the ancient Israel people were chosen 
by God as an object of favoritism. 
God’s choice of Israel still stands as a 
positive fact; yet there is no question 
of favoritism. The people of Israel 
were chosen for service. God called 
Israel to convey, to all mankind, the 
blessings of peace, happiness and true 
progress. While performing that serv- 
ice, God guaranteed to Israel the re- 
ward which every faithful servant 
should receive: the benevolence and 
protection of the Master. He placed 


His own name upon them, for Israel 
means “fa prince with God,” and He 
commanded them not to “take it in 
vain.” That they did take God’s name 
in vain — and so lost it — is a matter 
of history. That they will again carry 
it — to God’s honor and service — 
is clear from the Bible, and is the 
subject of our publication. 

Like the name Israel, Anglo-Saxon 
is a noble name when clearly under- 
stood. As here used it does not stand 
for the Nordic racial theory or for the 
exaltation of any nation. We exalt 
God, not man. And we recognize that 
all who are “born again” and believe 
in Jesus Christ, regardless of his or her 
race, ‘will partake of the blessings of the 
Covenant. We emphasize the Anglo- 
Saxon-Israel fact, however, and thus 
make Israel’s identity clear, because it 
has been so grossly neglected and mis- 
understood in Bible teaching and is 
essential to an understanding of the 
prophecies and plan of God as con- 
tained in the Bible. 

We see in the Bible plain guidance 
for the spiritual life of the soul, for the 
moral order of society and for the eco- 
nomic process of community and na- 
tional well-being based on justice and 
7. We find the moral order by 
which God intends to make obsolete 
the pagan order under which we still 
live. We see our Israel forefathers as 
they lived in alternate obedience and 
rejection of the Law, with consequent 
prosperity, punishment and correction. 
We have the Voice of God recalling 
us to our allegiance and foretelling 
the consequences of certain courses 
of action, and we have our Lord offer- 
ing to set up completely the Kingdom 
of God on earth in its spiritual, eco- 
nomic and moral elements with Him- 
self as King. 

Thus we stand for the whole law of God 
and the whole Gospel of Christ! In large 
and general terms, this defines our po- 
sition. We are anti-nothing and pro- 
everything relating to God’s revealed 
purpose. We publish the neglected 
truths concerning the Kingdom or 
Government of God, for peace and 
justice, and concerning the people 
of God who continue today — the 
same people with the same work — 
now nearing the time of the full entry 
of the rule of God among men. 
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A MILEPOST OF PROPHECY 


OFTEN our view of the meaning of current happenings in 
their relation to prophecy is circumscribed by the fact that 
we are actors in the midst of the scenes themselves. Because 
of this we fail to comprehend the full meaning and magni- 
tude of events involved in the scope of prophecy. We 
can study history and clearly see the fulfillment of past 
prophecies. Yet the men of the age in which fulfillment 
occurred may have been completely unaware the part 
they played. 

An analysis of the causes contributing to the failure of 
the generation furnishing the actors in the prophetic 
scenes to recognize their part in the play reveals the failure 
of each generation to comprehend the full meaning of the 
time element in the prophetic prediction. Years later men 
see the events of the past as a whole and the twenty, forty 
or more years involved in the time required for complete 
fulfillment of a particular prophecy becomes, with the 
passing of time, of short duration, thus clarifying that 
which was not understood by the generation living in the 
time of fulfillment. Again, men are inclined to attempt to 
compress fulfillment of prophetic statements into a few 
years without letting time write its own verdict for the 
duration of events. This mistake, so often made in the past, 
is being repeated today. Prophetic students are contribut- 
ing in a measure to the failure to recognize and understand 
some of the major prophecies by expecting more rapid 
fulfillment than the prophecy itself warrants. 

One of the most interesting chapters in Daniel, par- 
ticularly its last few verses, has become an enigma today 
due to the failure to comprehend the time element involved 
in its fulfillment. The tendency has been to compress the 
predicted events into a period governed by the acts of a 
single individual and in so doing the full scope and meaning 
of the prophecy is completely lost, or at best but partially 
understood. 

Because it is essential that the meaning of Daniel’s 
prophecy be recognized in its major application if we are 
to understand fully the position we occupy in relation to 
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OF HISTORY 


the end of the present age, the following should be of more 
than passing interest to all Destiny readers. 

Daniel specifies certain events which would occur “at the 
time of the end” (Dan. 11: 40). These events relate to the 
activity of the kingdom of the beast, involving the end-time 
struggles within the Babylonian group of nations, and 
closes with the end of this succession of empires. This is 
followed by a time of trouble for the Israel people which 
ends with their deliverance from the evil forces which 
seek their destruction. The specified time has to do with 
the years following the end of the seven times of Israel’s 
punishment just before the close of the eighteenth century. 
The time involved covers the same period to which John 
assigns the seven vials of God’s wrath (1781 A.D. to 
194-?).* 

This long view of prophetic fulfillment perfectly fits the 
outline as given by Daniel of events during the “time of 
the end”. While the events symbolized in the vials of the 
wrath of God represented judgment, in the larger measure, 
upon the spiritual phase of the kingdom of the beast, 
Daniel deals with its political and military activities. The 
“*he” has reference to the kingdom of the beast and so in 
the march of events different individuals and countries in 
that kingdom fulfill the role of the “he’’. This fact must be 
recognized if these passages of Daniel are to be completely 
understood. 

Daniel 11: 40-45 covers the events of the time of the end 
as they affect the kingdom of the beast from the time of the 
French revolution, the rise of Napoleon and the Na- 
poleonic wars, and later disturbances in Europe which 
spread to Africa, followed in modern times by the Italian 
invasion of Tripoli (Libya) and Abyssinia (Ethiopia). 
Then came World War I when Germany went out in great 
fury, undertaking to bring the world into subjection. The 
planting of “the tabernacle of his palace between the seas 
in the glorious holy mountain” (Dan. 11: 45) was fulfilled 
when the German Kaiser constructed a palace on the 





* See “Study in Revelation,” Chapters 16 & 17. $3.50 postpaid. 
Destiny Pusuisuers, Haverhill, Mass. 








Mount of Olives in which he had a throne built. He 
ceased to rule, however, before his plans were consum- 
mated. The eyes of all the world were attracted to this 
palace when in 1927 an earthquake wrecked the building. 


The first part of the 45th verse was fulfilled by the © 


Kaiser’s program; the remainder of the verse has a far 
more inclusive fulfillment. While the Kaiser came to his 
end with no one helping him, the complete fulfillment of 
this statement was accomplished in the total defeat of 
Germany in World War II under Hitler. No nation came 
to the help of Germany and the defeat of that nation 
brought to an end the military phase of the Babylonian 
Succession of Empires. * 

The political and military activities of the Babylonian 
Succession of Empires having ended with the destruction of 
the German war machine, Daniel continues: 

“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great 
prince which standeth for the children of thy people.” 
(Dan. 12: 1.) 

Now Michael is the Commander of the Angelic hosts 
who came to the assistance of the Lord in His struggle with 
the King of Persia (Dan. 10: 13) and at the end of the age 
He is to take an active part in behalf of His people Israel. 
Continuing, Daniel gives a definite mark of identification 
by events when this is to occur: 

“And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never 
was since there was a nation even to that same time.” 

Ferrar Fenton renders this: 

“And a period of distress will come, such as has not 
come from the existence of the Nation to that period.” 

Never in the history of the Anglo-Saxon peoples has 
there been such a time with distress and trouble so much 
in evidence as now. Throughout the possessions of the 
British Commonwealth there is tension and trouble. India, 
Palestine and Egypt are a few examples of this trend. 
Internal difficulties and labor disputes afflict modern 
Israel, all of which are the beginning of sorrows. Com- 
munism is taking advantage of the present spirit of unrest 
to agitate and stir up increasing difficulties everywhere in 
Israel’s land and the countries over which she rules. It is 
the beginning of the “time of trouble, such as never was” 
since Israel has been a nation and this will be fully verified 
in the continuing march of world events. 

But Daniel is informed: 

“At that time thy people shall be delivered, every one 
that shall be found written in the book. And many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awaken.” (Dan. 
12: I-2.) 

The implications involved in this statement are tremen- 
dous and as distress and trouble increases we are assured 
that the Angelic hosts are taking up their battle stations, 
under the leadership of their great Commander, Michael. 
We are also assured that God will intervene and His King- 
dom will survive the attack of the enemy. For the present 
issue is rapidly assuming gigantic proportions and is 
becoming universally recognized for what it is — a contest 
to decide who shall rule the earth — Communism or the 
Kingdom of God. 


PROTECTION FROM PESTILENCE 


NEVER in the history of the world was it more essential to 
lay hold of the promises set forth in the g1st Psalm and to 


* See “End of Gentile Rule,” Destiny for July 1945. 
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comply with the conditions which will bring the promised 
protection: 


‘He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, 
He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.” 


In this day of the atomic bomb and many secret weapons 
of war which continue to be forged in the arsenals of the 
nations, fear for the future has gripped the hearts of men. 
Only those who are dwelling in the “secret place of the 
most High” can face the future with calm assurance of full 
protection against all evil. 

Following the statement of the place of security, the 
Psalmist enumerates the disasters from which those who 
are under Divine protection will be delivered. In this list 
pestilence is included. 

The world today has assumed that because science has 
developed marvelous cures such plagues which afflicted 
men in the past and depopulated whole regions are now 
made impossible. Science has contributed much to the 
advancement of our knowledge in the discovery of new 
methods of fighting disease. But science has also, through 
new discoveries, contributed to ways of multiplying deadly 
bacteria which can rapidly destroy life. 

A scientist writes us: 

“Don’t overlook the fact that biological warfare was 
studied intensively during the final years of the war. From 
what I have heard certain bacteria of most vicious charac- 
teristics have been developed; one of them will multiply 
rapidly and consume every living form of matter in rapid 
order. Thus there will be little difficulty in laying waste 
whole regions of human habitation.” 

The promise is: 


‘Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the 
arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. A 
thousand shall fall by thy side, and ten thousand at thy right 
hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt 
thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. Because thou hast 
made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High thy 
habitation.” 


Not only is Divine protection promised that there may 
be immunity from disaster, but God also promises the 
plague is not to come near the dwelling of him whose 
refuge is in the Lord. Here is a Divine insurance policy 
that every man may have for the asking but unfortunately 
few are willing to pay the necessary price to be qualified as 
beneficiaries. 


VOWS MUST BE KEPT 


Our national leaders and statesmen are failing to lay a 
foundation for lasting peace through the advantages won 
upon the field of battle. The pity of it all is that though we 
have won the war there is immediate danger of losing the 
peace through lack of a decisive foreign policy and the 
failure to uphold the rights of minorities to justice, equity 
and peace. 

It is true that a firm stand on issues involving world se- 
curity would find our nation in opposition to Russian 
aggression. But our failure to establish a firm policy makes 
the task increasingly difficult as we drift with the tide on 
the troubled international seas. Appeasements, compro- 
mising decisions and ignored responsibilities are only piling 
up to later present an almost insurmountable barrier to 
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the mutual understanding and international codperation 
requisite to enduring world peace. Meantime the lack of a 
decisive foreign policy is taken advantage of by theSoviets 
who press their claims at every opportunity. 

Fear is being expressed that in another generation war 
more devastating and destructive than anything we have 
yet known will destroy civilization unless some solution is 
found for present world problems. However, the solution is 
not through appeasement or the condoning of evil aggres- 
sion as Russia moves to consolidate her position in first one 
country and then another. There is no righteousness in our 
abandonment of Lithuania, Poland, Latvia, Estonia and 
other small nations to the mercy of Soviet misrule. This is 
certainly not the road to world peace. Iran (Persia) is now 
under pressure from Moscow, for the Soviets are responsi- 
ble for the revolution in Azerbaijan (a northern province 
in the Russian occupied zone). And so: 


*‘We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of 
health, and behold trouble.” (Jer. 8: 15.) 


The reason that trouble afflicts the nations is due to the 
unrighteous acts of national leaders. It is only in a policy of 
righteousness that we can hope for the establishment of 
ultimate peace upon earth and good will toward men. We 
are failing to deal righteously with the nations who look 
to us for deliverance. We are failing to carry out our 
promises to protect the small and weaker nations and pro- 
vide for oppressed peoples the right to freedom from fear 
that they may have domestic tranquility and peace with 
security from evil aggression in accord with the sixth dec- 
laration of the Atlantic Charter which reads as follows: 


“Sixth: After the final destruction of the Nazi tyranny, they 
hope to see established a peace which will afford to all nations 
the means of dwelling in safety within their own boundaries, and 
which will afford assurance that all men in all lands may live out 
their lives in freedom from fear and want.” 


Our failure to stand foursquare for the principle thus 
announced allows the Soviets to carry out their program to 
dominate the nations around them. Under such conditions 
we are not going to wait twenty years, or ten, perhaps not 
even five, before present world issues will precipitate a 
conflict of arms in a most deadly form, all because the 
Anglo-Saxon world has pursued a vacillating policy since 
the cessation of hostilities. 

We cannot excuse ourselves by saying we promised 
what now becomes impossible for us to carry out. The law 
declares that when we have made a promise, or vow, we 
must endeavor to carry it out for God will require it of us. 
This we have not done. If we fail to keep our promises, it 
will be considered a sin (Deut. 23: 21). Solomon expresses 
it clearly: 


“Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou should- 
est vow and not pay. Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to 
sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was an error: where- 
fore shall God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of 
thine hands?”’ (Ecc. 5: 5-6.) 


The Psalmist adds strength to these statements when he 
lists those who shall abide in the Tabernacle of the Lord 
and dwell in His holy hill by declaring among them, “‘He 
that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not” (Ps. 
15: 4). 

There is yet time to firmly undertake our inescapable 
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responsibilities and, if we will keep our word and carry out 
our vows, we will soon see Isaiah’s declaration fulfilled, for 
“The works of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect 
of righteousness quietness and assurance forever.” (Isa. 


32:17.) 
THE AGGRESSOR 


JEwISH terrorists are active in Palestine, aggressively fight- 
ing the forces of law and order. They have taken up the 
sword and according to Jesus, ““He that taketh the sword 
shall perish by the sword.” So, bloodshed and trouble, not 
the realization of their aims, are to be the lot of this people. 

It is useless for the Jews to try to justify their night raids 
and violence by the flimsy argument that Palestine belongs 
to them. Great Britain, not the Jews, took this land from 
the Turks. By right of conquest, if for no other reason, the 
land belongs to Great Britain. 

The only possible basis on which the Jews could rest 
their right to Palestine would be a scriptural one, but here 
they have no case for the Bible does not give them title to 
this land. If it did, it would not justify them in their acts 
of violence, destruction and murder. The Jews, by acts of 
terrorism, are trying to possess a territory already under the 
control of its rightful heirs. * 

The Jews in Palestine, and all those who are supporting 
them in their acts of aggression, whether Christian or 
otherwise, are morally responsible for the troub‘e, turmoil 
and murder being committed as violence once more 
afflicts the land of Israel. 


RIOTS IN EGYPT 


THE EGyPTIANs are calling for the immediate withdrawal 
of all British troops from the Nile valley. Rioting and 
death have followed as a result of demonstrations against 
Great Britain. 

Ancient prophecies concerning Egypt, which prophetic 
students thought might be fulfilled during World War II, 
are apparantly now on the agenda for fulfillment in the 
immediate future. The nineteenth chapter of Isaiah de- 
picts the foolishness of Egyptian leadership and speaks of 
the perverse spirit in the midst of the land causing her to 
err in every work. 

Back of these troubles involving Great Britain is Soviet 
influence as the Communists seek to cause trouble for the 
nations around them. Calling Great Britain the conqueror, 
the rioting Egyptian students fail to recognize that, but for 
the presence of British soldiers, Egypt would have been 
completely subjected to Nazi rule with the same conse- 
quences to their country as that experienced by the low 
countries of Europe. 

If today, under the subtle, aggressive program of the 
Soviets, Egypt does succeed in bringing about the with- 
drawal of all British protection, her country will not be 
free for long. Through Isaiah God declares the leaders of 
Egypt have no wisdom. 

In “Final Theater of War,” Destiny for September, 


_ 1944, the general line of battle in the closing scenes of the 


present age is outlined and the geographical location 
given. The part various nations will play in these final 
scenes of intensified warfare is also shown, and of Egypt 
the following is said: 





* See “‘Who Shall Possess Palestine?’”’ 15 cents postpaid. Destiny 
PuBLIsHERS, Haverhill, Mass. 
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“Egypt, on whom Britain has relied for a supply base and for 
keeping the lines of communication open for her forces in the 
Gulf of Akabah, will have proven to be other than a means of 
strength to Israel, as Ezekiel prophesies: 

‘And all the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that I am the 
Lord, because they have been a staff or reed to the house of 
Israel. When they took hold of thee by the hand, thou didst 
break, and rend all their shoulder: and when they leaned upon 
thee, thou breakest, and makest all their loins to be at a stand 
[or shook them at the waist.]’ (Ez. 29: 6-7, F. F. Trans.) 

“Isaiah, speaking of the results that will follow Egypt’s dis- 
loyalty to the House of Israel, says: 

‘And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian 
sea; and with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the 
river, and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make men go 
over dryshod.’ (Isa. 11: 15.) 

‘More detail is given by Isaiah regarding this disaster which is 
to overtake Egypt in his nineteenth chapter where reference is 
made to the time when the Great Pyramid will have become a 
sign and a witness unto the Lord of Hosts in that day. There we 
are told as a result of Egypt’s treachery: 

‘And the waters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be 
wasted and dried up. And they shall turn the river far away; and 
the brooks of defense shall be emptied and dried up: the reeds and 


flags shall wither.’ 
**All this is to occur when a Prince of the line of Pharaoh will 


be again on the throne in Egypt.” 


That throne in Egypt is now occupied by a Prince of the 
line of Pharaohs and, as pointed out in the article “The 
Importance of the New Egyptian Independence” (Destiny 
for September, 1937), the time is at hand when Egypt is 
about to play a most important role in connection with 
the developments in the near east. This country will bear 
continued close watching as the world moves with express 
train speed toward the climax of the ages. 


TWENTIETH CENTURY COMEDY 


A TRAVESTY on freedom was the recent election held in 
Russia. After the ballots were counted the leaders solemnly 
proclaimed the results vindicated the present Soviet leader- 
ship. There was no opposition for there were no candidates 
for office other than those in power. The only thing a 
Russian could do was to vote for the present leadership, or 
not vote at all. However, to be absent from the polls might 
be construed as opposition, which may account for the 
large vote cast. 

Americans use the term democracy to describe our 
Republic and in so doing are unaware that this term, 
when used by Russia and the Communists, means some- 
thing quite different from a republic. To the Soviets 
democracy means “the peoples’ front” which, in every 
country where it exists, is a revolutionary movement, not 
for the good of all, but for the advancement of class war- 
fare. Even the working class as a whole have no voice in 
government but must blindly follow the program of those 
in power. The Soviet election is a demonstration of what 
the Communists mean by democracy and it is a far cry 
from the equality of rights and freedom of speech and press 
under the Constitution of this Republic. 

We are in a great measure to blame for this misunder- 
standing through our own misuse of the word. From the 
President down, democracy is used when speaking of our 
form of government, while our forefathers always referred 
to this nation as a great Republic. In the salute to our flag 
we say, “‘and the Republic for which it stands.’’ If we had 
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always employed the correct term, we would have found 
that it would not have lent itself so readily to misinterpreta- 
tion as has been the case with the term democracy. 

When we recognize that the Russians’ and Communists’ 
use of the term democracy is entirely alien to the American 
way of life, we should be able to understand that America 
wants no part of it. In a Soviet election political opponents 
are silent, dead or in prison, for no man who values his life 
would dare oppose those in authority in the Soviet Union 
when to do so would mean arrest and a living death with 
some twenty or more millions of political prisoners now 
confined behind barbed-wire fences, whose only offense 
was their dislike for the Soviet form of government. 

Yet there are Americans who praise the Communist 
way of life as exemplified under the Soviet regime. If the 
spectacle of an uncontested Soviet election cannot open 
the eyes of Americans to this great twentieth century 
comedy, then nothing will; except, perhaps, the actual 
experience of living under the system itself. The quickest 
way for those who love the Soviet regime to secure the 
blessings of life under that form of government is to move 
to Russia. For them it is only a matter of transportation to 
arrive in the land of the Utopia of their dreams. 

The United States of America has been an oasis of free- 
dom for a century and a half and to our shores have come 
the downtrodden and oppressed from all nations, seeking 
opportunities in this land of free enterprise. Let us keep our 
land free and say to those who would tamper with our way 
of life that they are at liberty to return to their former 
homelands, but they are not at liberty to interfere with 
our way of life or change our form of government. 


IT IS COME 


Tis is the day of which the prophets have spoken. Three 
events are given as a warning to a generation witnessing 
them that the end of the age is at hand. They are as follows: 

1st) ““The powers of heaven shall be shaken” (Luke 21: 
26). This became a reality with the explosion of the first 
atomic bomb (see “The Release of Atomic Energy,” 
Destiny for October, 1945). Jesus points to this event as a 
sign of His soon coming. 

2nd) The rise of a great confederacy under the leader- 
ship of Russia. This is to be the prelude to the Battle of 
the Great Day of God Almighty. This enemy is to deal 
treacherously with His people (see ““The Kingdom-Nation 
and Her Enemies,” Destiny for August, 1945). Already 
Soviet Russia is moving to consolidate her positions and 
secure strategic locations for the attack. That which was 
only speculation a few years ago is now current in world 
developments (see “An Evil Thought,” Destiny for June, 
1944). 

3rd) Distress of nations and economic disaster to be a 
warning to the watchers that the summons to the Marriage 
Supper is at hand (see “Study in Revelation,” chapters 
19 and 20, also “The Economic Outlook,” Destiny for 
September, 1945). 

These are days of stress, for we live in momentous times 
as the entire world rapidly moves toward conditions of 
scarcity and famine. In our own land planned economy is 
contributing to this scarcity which can have but one end- 
ing — the collapse of the system itself. The evidence 
furnished by these three witnesses should place every man 
on guard that with the ending of the age stupendous events 
are imminent. 
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The Ancient Order of 
_ Master Shepherds 


KNOWN to the world at large 

and unrecognized by modern 

church leaders today are the 
hidden records of an ancient and hon- 
orable fraternal order of Master Shep- 
herds, the facts concerning which are 
concealed in the Bible record. The 
price paid by members of this order has 
been high indeed, even involving the 
sacrifice of life itself, while the rewards 
are unseen and unrealized except by 
faith. The initiates are God-appointed 
and they are charged with caring for 
the sheep of His pasture. All fraternal 
orders today are but human endeavors 
to emulate the excellency of this an- 
cient and honorable brotherhood of 
Master Shepherds. Without exception 
every one of them has fallen far short 
of attaining to its glory. In symbol and 
ceremony the candidates for initiation 
in fraternal organizations are divested 
of their wealth and possessions, but the 
candidates who are members in the 
order of Master Shepherds are many 
times actually divested of wealth and 
often face a life of hardship, walking 
the path of loneliness. Life also may be 
forfeited in the service of Him who has 
called them to shepherd His flock. 

The knowledge which will yet be 
revealed from Holy Writ pertaining to 
this ancient order of Master Shepherds 
will show no lapse in the continuity of 
services rendered. God has always pro- 
vided the man for the time of need, for 
no generation has lacked a Master 
Shepherd to shepherd His flock. Solo- 
mon recognized that God in his wis- 
dom conceals many things when he 
said: 
“It is the glory of God to conceal a 

thing: but the honour of kings is to search 
out a matter.” (Prov. 25: 2.) 


The pity of it all is that today men of 
scholarly attainment are more inter- 
ested in destructive criticism of the 
Scriptures than in intensified applica- 
tion in research that they may dis- 
cover hidden new truths. A skeptical 
approach to the Word of God is a sure 
bar against the discovery of its great 
and glorious truths concealed from the 
mind lacking spiritual discernment. 


APRIL 1946 


T EASTER TIME the thoughts of 
Christian people are upon the 
events which led up to the crucifixion 
of our Lord. Many books have been 
written undertaking to set forth the 
order of events surrounding His activi- 
ties during the crucifixion week. Spec- 
ulation has also been rife as to what 
became of His garments after the sol- 
diers cast lots for them. This has led to 
the publication of many fictional ex- 
planations, one of the more popular of 
which is the novel titled The Robe 
by Lloyd Douglas in which the sup- 
posed robe worn by the Lord plays an 
important part. But our Lord wore no 
robe, the vestment of royalty and au- 
thority; rather, as the Grand Master 
of the order of Master Shepherds, He 
wore the clothing which designated 
His office. These facts are made clear 
from a study of the four Gospels. Jesus 
said of Himself, ‘“‘I am the good shep- 
herd”’ and the wardrobe of the shep- 
herd did not include a robe. 

The earliest form of wearing apparel 
consisted of the girdle, a hip, or loin 
apron. Among the nomads it was made 
of the skin of an animal and was often 
longer than the ordinary apron. This 
was the “mantle” worn by Elijah and 
Elisha, the symbol of the shepherd’s 
life. From the apron was developed the 
ordinary peasant’s garment, the tunic, 
which was a sleeveless woolen, or 
linen garment, reaching down to the 
knees and worn next to the skin. The 
well-to-do adopted a garment reach- 
ing down to the ankles and provided 
with sleeves. The cloak was a garment 
worn over this. It consisted of a rectan- 
gular, seamless piece of coarse woolen 
material, so folded and sewed together 
that the front was left open on either 
side and large openings provided for 
the free movement of the arms. The 
robe was a more dressy garment. 
Priests wore a robe of dark purple and, 
because of the shortness of the tunic, 
also linen breeches which were peculiar 
to the priesthood. Robes were worn by 
those in authority and by royalty who 
had robe-chambers, or wardrobes, over 
which a special officer had charge (II 
Kings 22: 14). 


The only time Jesus Christ was ar- 
rayed in a robe was at the time of His 
trial. The accounts are as follows: 


**And Herod with his men of war set him 
at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed 
him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him 
again to Pilate.” (Luke 23: 11.) 

‘Then the soldiers of the governor took 
Jesus into the common hall, and gathered 
unto him the whole band of soldiers. And 
they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet 
robe. And when they had platted a crown 
of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a 
reed in his right hand: and they bowed the 
knee before him, and mocked him, saying, 
Hail, King of the Jews! And they spit upon 
him, and took the reed, and smote him on 
the head. And after that they had mocked 
him, they took the robe off from him, and 
put his own raiment on him, and led him 
away to crucify him.” (Matt. 27: 27-31.) 


Thus they mocked Him because of 
the claim that He was a king. After 
divesting Him of the robe, His own 
raiment was restored to Him and He 
was led away to be crucified. John 
declares: 


‘Then the soldiers when they had cruci- 
fied Jesus, took his garments, and made 
four parts, to every soldier a part; and also 
his coat: now the coat was without seam, 
woven from top throughout. They said 
therefore among themselves, Let us not 
rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: 
that the scripture might be fulfilled, which 
saith, They parted my raiment among 
them, and for my vesture they did cast 
lots.” (John 19: 23-24.) 

It is evident that His raiment con- 
sisted of His tunic, girdle, footwear, 
head-dress and the seamless coat — 
but no robe. Thus the story written by 
Lloyd Douglas is wholly fiction even 
to the robe our Lord was supposed to 
have worn. Unfortunately, such books 
of fiction have a definite influence upon 
men’s minds, far greater than the 
Scriptures themselves because men are 
not given to reading the Record, pre- 
ferring fictional tales about the Scrip- 
tures. 


HE BrsteE records a line of Master 
Shepherds who, as Preachers of 
Righteousness, were keepers of His 
people (symbolically, His sheep), wear- 
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ing the insignia of office, the shepherd’s 
garb, not the robe of royal authority. 
Adam was the first in this line of right- 
eous shepherds and, except for the 
slaying of Abel, the office of Melchize- 
dek (the order of the Preachers of 
Righteousness, or Master Shepherds) 
would have been confirmed to him. 
Cain, the murderer, could not succeed 
his father but Seth, born later, did suc- 
ceed to that office. The genealogy of 
the Preachers of Righteousness is given 
in the fifth chapter of Genesis. Enoch, 
because he walked with God and was 
translated, never held the earthly of- 
fice, for God took him before his 
father’s death. Thus, the office passed 
from Jared, the father of Enoch, to 
Enoch’s son, Methuselah. Methuselah, 
the oldest man who ever lived, out- 
lived his son and the office went, upon 
his death, to his grandson, Noah, who 
became the eighth Preacher of Right- 
eousness (II Peter 2: 5) in the line of 
Melchizedek, and thus a Shepherd of 
the flock. 

Shem, who was the ninth in this or- 
der, became King of Salem, the Mel- 
chizedek to whom Abraham gave 
tithes (Gen. 14: 18-19). He was a 
Shepherd-King and has been identi- 
fied as the builder of the Great Pyra- 
mid. Tradition indicates that in the 
time of Cheops, in whose reign the 
Great Pyramid was constructed, there 
came to Egypt a great personage who 
was a keeper of sheep. This leader was 
styled “‘the Shepherd-King”’ and was 
spoken of as having come from Arabia. 
After completing the Great Pyramid, 
he and his followers left Egypt and 
went to the country now called Judea 
and there built the city which is now 
Jerusalem. This city was originally 
named Salem and was the city of Mel- 
chizedek, who met Abraham. This 
tradition is interesting for it indicates 
that in the line of the Preachers of 
Righteousness a Master Shepherd, 
Melchizedek, King of Salem, was in- 
trusted with the construction of the 
Pillar and Witness unto the Lord of 
Hosts in the midst of the land of 
Egypt (Isa. 19: 19-20). 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were all 
Masters in this greatest of fraternal or- 
ders, Shepherds of His flock. Jacob 
gave to Joseph, his son, a coat of many 
colors, the insignia of the office of the 
Shepherd. For this reason his brothers 
envied him but as a Master Shepherd 
God saw to it that Joseph became ruler 
in Egypt in order that he might save 
his father’s household in a time of need. 
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Without exception we find all the 
prophets were members of this august 
order, wearing the insignia of office 
and suffering trials and hardships, by 
faith endured that they might obtain a 
good report. The writer of Hebrews 
declares that many: 


“Had trial of cruel mockings and scourg- 
ings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprison- 
ment: They were stoned, they were sawn 
asunder, were tempted, were slain with the 
sword: they wandered about in sheepskins 
and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented; (of whom the world was not 
worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth.” (Heb. 11: 36-38.) 


Thus, these opponents of unright- 
eousness carried out their assigned 
missions in the face of every type of dis- 
couraging difficulty and in spite of 
every manner of opposition. 

Elijah’s insignia of office, his mantle 
(apron), fell from him as he ascended 
into heaven (II Kings 2:11) and 
Elisha accepted it with the accompany- 
ing responsibilities and returned in the 
spirit and power of Elijah. Both were 
Master Shepherds, ministering to the 
flock. 

John the Baptist came preaching in 
the wilderness wearing the insignia of 
the Shepherd: 


“And John was clothed with camel’s hair 
and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; 
and he did eat locusts and wild honey.” 
(Mark 1: 6.) 


But John, though a Master Shep- 
herd, declared that One was to come 
after him of whom he said: 


“He it is, who coming after me is pre- 
ferred before me, whose shoe’s latchet I am 
not worthy to unloose.” (John 1: 27.) 


And so Jesus Christ, the Grand 
Master of the Master Shepherds, came: 


“And John bear record, saying, I saw 
the Spirit descending from heaven like a 
dove, and it abode upon him. And I knew 
him not, but he that sent me to baptize 
with water, the same said unto me, Upon 
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, 
and remaining on him, the same is he 
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And 
I saw, and bare record that this is the Son 
of God.” (John 1: 32-34.) 


Jesus Christ, the Grand Master of all 
Master Shepherds, wore the insignia 
of His office as Shepherd of the flock. 
The devil tempted him to accept the 
robe of royalty and an earthly sover- 
eignty but He refused to succumb to 
that temptation. Finally, they did to 
him what had been done to the Master 


Shepherds from righteous Abel, whom 
Cain slew, to John the Baptist. 

Jesus definitely associates himself 
with this Shepherd’s office: 


**I am the good shepherd, and know my 
sheep, and am known of mine. As the 
Father knoweth nfe, even so know I the 
Father: and I lay down my life for the 
sheep.” (John 10: 14-15.) 


Who are His sheep for whom He was 
willing to lay down His life? They are 
none other than Israel. He came that 
they might be redeemed. When He 
commissioned His disciples to preach 
the gospel of the Kingdom, He sent 
them to the sheep of His pasture 
saying: 

*“Go ye not into the way of the Gentiles, 
and into any city of the Samaritans enter 
ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel and as ye go, preach, say- 
ing, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
(Matt. 10: 5-7.) 


When Israel became scattered and 
without true leadership, they fell prey 
to false shepherds, men acting as their 
spiritual leaders who knew not the 
Lord. God declares through Ezekiel: 


“Therefore will I save my flock, and 
they shall no more be a prey. . . . And I 
will set up one shepherd over them, and he 
shall feed them, even my servant David. 
. . . And I the Lord will be their God. 
. . . And I will make with them a cove- 
nant of peace. . . . And I will make them 
and the place round about my hill a bless- 
ing. . . . And they shall no more be a 
prey to the heathen. . . . Thus shall they 
know that I the Lord their God am with 
them, and that they, even the house of 
Israel, are my people, saith the Lord. And 
ye my flock, the flock of my pasture are 
men, and I am your God, saith the Lord 
God.” (Ezekiel 34: 22-31.) 


Closing the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
the writer’s benediction is as follows: 


“Now the God of peace, that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that 
great shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, make 
you perfect in every good work.” (Heb. 13: 
20-21.) 


Peter also refers to Him as the Great 
Shepherd: 

“For ye were as sheep going astray; but 
are now returned unto the Shepherd and 
Bishop [or Guardian] of your souls.” 
(I Peter 2: 25.) 


after the order of Melchisedec 
(Heb. 5: 6; 6: 20; 7: 17, 21; Ps. 
110: 4), a further identification with 


ie: CurisT is also called a priest 
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the ancient order of Master Shepherds, 
He the Grand Master of these Masters. 

As the great Shepherd of the flock 
Jesus Christ called His disciples to- 
gether that they might constitute the 
nucleus of the Christian chapter of the 
order of Master Shepherds. Their ac- 
tivities would subject them to persecu- 
tion but He said: 

“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile 
you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my 
sake..Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven: for so 
persecuted they the prophets which were 
before you.” (Matt. 5: 11-12.) 

Paul, recognizing through experi- 
ence the difficulties faced, said: 


“Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or per- 
secution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we 
are killed all the day long: we are counted 
as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. For I am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


(Rom. 8: 35-39.) 


Here is the affirmation of a Master 
Shepherd, whose faith in the Great 
Shepherd gave him courage and forti- 
tude to face every difficulty. His work 
accomplished, he could say: 


“I have fought a good fight, I have fin- 
ished my course, I have kept the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the right- 
eous judge, shall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing.” (II Tim. 4: 7-8.) 

A deadly conflict has raged from the 
time Cain slew his brother Abel to the 
present, with the forces of evil, the 
devil and all his angels, fighting against 
the truth as Master Shepherds lead and 
instruct the sheep of His pasture. 
Satan’s purpose is to scatter the flock 
that they may become a prey to evil 
and be destroyed. Satan succeeded in 
bringing about the death of the Mas- 
ter of all Master Shepherds but in do- 
ing so he wholly failed to see the resur- 
rection. Jesus Christ arose from the 
grave, beyond the power of evil forces 
to ever again harm His person. Since 
then they have made war against Him 
and His followers but, as John declares, 
the Great Shepherd will be victorious: 


“And the Lamb shall overcome them: 
APRIL 1946 


for he is Lord of Lords and King of Kings: 
and they that are with him are called, and 
chosen, and faithful.” (Rev. 17: 14.) 


The scriptural record concerning 
those who have attained a place in the 
ancient order of Master Shepherds, 
called of God, chosen initiates, faithful 
servants in the keeping of their vows, 
tells us that they are to be with Him. 
John states: 


“IT looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on 
Mount Zion, and with him an hundred and 
forty four thousand, having his Father’s 
name written in their foreheads... . 
These are they which follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goeth. These are re- 
deemed from among men, being the first- 
fruits unto God and to the lamb. And in 
their mouth was found no guile: for they 
are without fault before the throne of God.” 
(Rev. 14: 1-5.) 


And so, the heavenly state to which 
humanly directed fraternal orders re- 
fer, in both ritual and ceremony, as the 
ultimate end of each member is merely 
a counterfeit claim to the glory which 
will actually belong to those who, as 
Master Shepherds, stand with the 
Great Shepherd in Mount Zion, i.e., 
His Kingdom. These are they who 
will make up the great armies which 
will follow Him in His triumphant re- 
turn to earth. John, describing that 
return, says: 


*“‘And I saw heaven opened, and behold 
a white horse; and he that sat upon him 
was called Faithful and True, and in right- 
eousness he doth judge and make war. His 
eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his 
head were many crowns; and he had a 


DIVINELY 
INSPIRED 


THE BIBLE must be the invention either 
of good men or angels, bad men or 
devils, or of God. It could not be the 
invention of good men or angels; for 
they neither would nor could make a 
Book, and tell lies all the time they 
were writing, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord, when it was their own invention. 
It could not be the invention of bad 
men or devils, for they could not make 
a Book which commands all duty, for- 
bids all sin, and condemns their souls 
to all eternity. We therefore draw this 
conclusion: The Bible must be given 
by Divine inspiration. — D. Simpson 


name written, that no man knew, but he 
himself.” (Rev. 19: 11-12.) 

The garments He wears do not in- 
clude a robe; instead it is the coat of 
the Shepherd: 


“And he was clothed with a vesture 
[coat] dipped in blood: and his name is 
called The Word of God. And the armies 
[members of the ancient order of Master 
Shepherds] which were in heaven followed 
him upon white horses, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean.” (Rev. 19: 13.) 


The coarse woven tunic of the shep- 
herd, with the hairy garment, or man- 
tle, is replaced with an attire of fine 
linen, white and clean, but it is still 
the shepherd’s dress. 

Even as King of kings and Lord of 
lords Jesus Christ is not attired in the 
robes of earthly royalty and authority 
but wears the insignia of the Great 
Shepherd. Thus John saw and de- 
scribed Him standing in the midst of 
the seven candlesticks, wearing a gar- 
ment down to his feet and a golden 
girdle (Rev. 1: 13). 


“And out of his mouth goeth a sharp 
sword, that with it he should smite the na- 
tions; and he shall rule [Uit. trans. ““Shep- 
herd’”’] them with a rod of iron: and he 
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and 
wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on 
his vesture and on his thigh a name writ- 
ten, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 
(Rev. 19: 15-16.) 


Those who would attain to the glori- 
ous, righteous order of Master Shep- 
herds must choose to suffer affliction 
with the people of God rather than en- 
joy the pleasures of sin for a season. 
Because the way is hard and, the road 
difficult, Jesus said: 


“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide 
is the gate, and broad the way that leadeth 
to destruction, and many there be which 
go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it.”’ (Matt. 
7: 13-14.) 

The actual number of Master Shep- 
herds who have been called and chosen 
to serve His flock have been few in 
number in any given generation. From 
Adam to Noah there were only eight 
and often a prophet stood alone in his 
generation as a member of this order. 
So today there are many followers of 
our Lord, members of His sheepfold, 
but few indeed among them who are 
willing to pay the price and endure the 
sacrifice, often attended by persecution 
and loneliness, of the life of a Master 
Shepherd. 
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MONG the many dramatic hap- 
Aeesine of our Lord’s ministry 
there have been few more strik- 
ing than the Bethesda incident, and 
the sequel to it. Bethesda, itself a 
fallacy, was used by our Lord to draw 
attention to great truths. The narrative 
incorporated in the Gospel by St. 
John has left a record equal in im- 
portance to the record of the final 
trial of our Lord Jesus Christ to which 
it formed the prelude. 

Every successive generation has had 
to meet and decide upon the question 
— Bethesda or Jesus Christ. 

The stage is set for us in the fifth 
chapter of St. John. Here are the 
factors of the demonstration: — 

*‘After this there was a feast of the Jews; 
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. (A FACT.) 

“‘Now there is at Jerusalem . . . a pool, 
which is called in the Hebrew tongue 
Bethesda, having five porches. (A FACT.) 

“In these lay a great multitude of im- 
potent folk, of blind, halt, withered, wait- 
ing for the moving of the water. (A FACT.) 

“‘For an angel went down at a certain season 
into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever 
then first after the troubling of the water stepped 
in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 
(A DOCTRINE FALLACIOUS BUT IMPORTANT.) 

‘And a certain man was there which had 
an infirmity thirty and eight years. (A 
FACT.) 

“When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that 
he had been now a long time in that case, 
He saith unto him, Wilt thou be made 
whole? (A FACT.) 

**The impotent man answered Him, Sir, 
I have ho man, when the water is troubled, 
to put me into the pool: but while I am 
coming, another steppeth down before me. 
Jesus saith unto him, Rise, Take up thy 
bed, and walk. And immediately the man 
was made whole, and took up his bed, and 
walked. And on the same day was the 
Sabbath.” (AN IMPORTANT FACT.) 


Here is the setting, and here is the 
opening act of the great drama, the 
final act of which was the Crucifixion. 
It is very generally accepted that every 
statement of this Gospel narrative 
records a fact — with the exception 
of the fourth statement regarding the 
angel which is said to have gone down 
and troubled the water “at a certain 
season.”’ Scholarly students of the Gos- 
pels have raised the question as to 
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Bethesda or Jesus Christ 


By REV. WM. PASCOE GOARD 


whether this latter is a statement of 
fact. They have come to the conclusion 
that the statement is not in accordance 
with the real facts of the case. They 
look upon Bethesda as an intermittent 
spring, not at all supernatural. Even 
such a great body of scholars as the 
revising committee who gave to us the 
Revised Version of the New Testa- 
ment have so considered. Probably 
they are right, as we shall see later. 

Having reached this conclusion, the 
revisers proceeded to leave verse four 
out of the revised New Testament; 
and, of course, out of St. John’s par- 
ticular report or narrative of the Be- 
thesda healing. 

There is no justification for this 
action on such a conclusion. We are 
prepared to grant the fallacy contained 
in verse four. It was presented as a 
fallacious doctrine, as all the context 
indicates. The Bethesda doctrine was 
of the greatest importance as a doc- 
trine producing important and wide- 
spreading results. We have caused 
verse four to be printed in italics, in 
order to indicate and to illustrate the 
fact that this statement is not like 
every other one of the statements. 
They are statements of fact; this is a 
statement of doctrine. As such it is an 
important factor in the great matter 
to be set forth. 

In cutting out verse four, the re- 
visers did two things to this great 
drama in real life. They left an incom- 
plete presentation. Without the state- 
ment of doctrine contained in verse 
four there is no necessary connection 
between the multitude of impotent 
folk and the pool of Bethesda. It was 
the fallacious doctrine of Bethesda, 
taught by the Jews, which brought 
and held the multitude there. There 
were many other places in and around 
Jerusalem where there were multi- 
tudes. Any one of these might have 
contained the impotent man. Many 
of them did, as a matter of well-known 
fact, contain impotent men, for in- 
stance the hillside outside of the city 
where the lepers dwelt. Any one of 
these might have supplied a patient 
whom the Lord could heal. 

But the Lord could not have carried 









through the demonstration which 
began at the pool of Bethesda in such 
a case. 

The doctrine contained in verse 
four is the opposing contrast to the 
Old and New Testament doctrine 
that healing comes only from God. 
The Bethesda teaching was that an 
angel furnished healing virtue to the 
water. The Bible teaches that healing 
for body, mind and soul is the preroga- 
tive of the Father working in and 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Thus 
the Father and the Son claim to be 
the universal healer of the people. 

The doctrine of Bethesda was a 
doctrine substituted for the truth which 
God had revealed and established in 
Israel from the beginning. 

The doctrine of Bethesda was a 
fallacious doctrine. The practice of 
Bethesda was substituted for the prac- 
tice inculcated in the Bible of Divine 
healing. 

Nevertheless the doctrine of Be- 
thesda influenced and controlled the 
actions of the multitude of impotent 
folk, and stood in the way of their 
accepting the truth. Perhaps a modern 
Bethesda doctrine of help and healing 
does as much in our day. 

The basic question was concerning 
the Law of Divine healing. Let us 
note the doctrine of Divine healing in 
the Mosaic Law which it was mani- 
festly the duty of the theologians of 
Jesus’ day to teach, and of the ad- 
ministrators of the Kingdom of God 
to administer. 

The doctrine of healing for Israel 
in the Old Testament is epitomized 
in Exodus 15: 22-26, as follows: — 


“So Moses brought Israel from the Red 
Sea, and they went out into the wilderness 
of Shur; and they went three days in the 
wilderness, and found no water. And when 
they came to Marah, they could not drink 
of the waters of Marah, for they were 
bitter: therefore the name of it was called 
Marah. And the people murmured against 
Moses, saying, What shall we drink? And 
he cried unto the Lord; and the Lord 
shewed him a tree which when he had 
cast into the waters, the waters were made 
sweet: there he made for them a statute 
and an ordinance, and there he proved 
them. And said, If thou wilt diligently 
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earken to the voice of the Lord thy 
God, and wilt do that which is right in his 
sight, and wilt give ear to his command- 
ments, and keep all his statutes, I will put 
none of these diseases upon thee, which I 
have brought upon the Egyptians; for I 
am the Lord that healeth thee.” 


In the foregoing event — it is more 
than an incident, it is an event of first 
magnitude — the stage was set by 
taking Israel, men, women and chil- 
dren, flocks, herds, and baggage 
animals, three days’ journey into the 
wilderness with no water. 

They started out from the margin of 
of the salt water sea. They travelled all 
the first day, and camped at night, 
and found no water.— They trav- 
elled in pain all the second day, amid 
plaints of children, moans of women, 
murmurings of strong men, lowing of 
cattle, bleating of sheep, all famished 
with thirst, and still — no water. They 
travelled with their last strength on 
the third day. Burning sun, choking 
dust, pain racked bodies, swollen 
tongues, wandering minds — at last 
water — water — is the cry! A mad 
rush, but alas, when they came to the 
water it was bitter. They could not 
drink it. What was there left but to 
die? 

The people visualized the horrid 
scene of death. They saw in imagina- 
tion the sky blackened with vultures; 
the desert resounding with the snarling 
of the beasts of the desert, feasting on 
the dead. Then Moses cried unto the 
Lord: . 

“And the Lord shewed a tree, which 
when he had cast into the waters, the 
waters were made sweet.” 


Thus the whole multitude of the 
nation was saved through Divine 
interposition. 

This was the stage setting for the 
introduction of “A statute and an ordi- 
nance’? proving to them the reality of 
the Divine interposition then and for 
ever on their behalf. 

Now, a statute is a law of the nation, 
administered in the law courts. An 
ordinance is‘a doctrine of the church 
to be taught and administered in the 
church. The preamble to the statute 
and the ordinance is this: — 


“If thou wilt diligently hearken unto 
the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do 
that which is right in his sight, and wilt 
give ear to his commandments, and keep 
all his statutes, I will put none of these 
diseases upon thee, which I have brought 
upon the Egyptians: For I am Jehovah 
that healeth thee.” 
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This is the second statute and ordi- 
nance given to Israel. It was given 
and established before the ten com- 
mandments, and was second in time 
only to the ordinance of the Passever. 
This law of Divine healing is elabo- 
rated in succeeding Scriptures. This 
law should have held as outstanding 
a place in the teaching and practice of 
Israel and Judah as did the teaching 
and practice of the Passover ordinance. 
But instead of preaching and teaching 
this, the leaders of the Jews had turned 
aside to the doctrine of Bethesda, and 
to a mythical angel interference. 

Jesus Himself had already taken this 
matter of Divine healing up formally 
and officially with the Jewish scholars 
of His day. The event of His doing so 
—for again it is more than an inci- 
dent; it is an event of the first magni- 
tude — is recorded vividly but briefly 
in Luke 5: 16-26, as follows: — 


“And he withdrew himself into the 
wilderness, and prayed. And it came to 
pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, 
that there were Pharisees and doctors of 
the law sitting by, which were come out 
of every town of Galilee and Judaea, and 
Jerusalem; and the power of the Lord 
was present to heal them. 

“And, behold, men brought in a bed 
a man which was taken with a palsy; and 
they sought means to bring him in, and to 
lay him before him. And when they could 
not find by what way they might bring 
him in because of the multitude, they 
went upon the housetop, and let him 
down through the tiling with his couch 
into the midst before Jesus. 

“And when he saw their faith, he said 
unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven 
thee. And the Scribes and the Pharisees 
began to reason, saying, Who is this which 
speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive 
sins, but God alone? 

“But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, 
he answering said unto them, What reason 
ye in your hearts? Whether is easier, to 
say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, 
Rise up and walk? But that ye may know 
that the Son of man hath power upon 
earth to forgive sins (he said unto the 
sick of the palsy) I say unto thee, Arise, 
and take up thy couch, and go into thine 
house. And immediately he rose up before 
them, and took up that whereon he lay, 
and departed to his own house, glorifying 
God. 

‘And they were all amazed, and they 
glorified God, and were filled with fear, 
saying, We have seen strange things to- 
day.” (Luke 5: 16-26.) 

We must spend a moment on this 
remarkable convention. Our Lord evi- 
dently realized that it would constitute 
something like a crisis in His ministry. 


He made special preparation to meet 
the demands of the occasion. “And 
he withdrew Himself into the wilder- 
ness and prayed.” 

“And it came to pass on a certain 
day.” It was not an accidental gather- 
ing, but one which had been appointed, 
arranged for, and widely advertised. 
Indeed, it would seem by the roster of 
those who were present that it had 
been previously arranged with the 
educational and ecclesiastical author- 
ities at Jerusalem. The gathering being 
a representative one out of every town 
in Galilee and Judaea, and from Jeru- 
salem, it is manifest that it could not 
have been accidental. They knew 
where He would be found, in what 
building, and at what hour, and the 
subject of discussion. 

The fact that there was at least one 
representative from every town in 
Galilee and Judaea, and from Jeru- 
salem, indicates that the gathering 
numbered several hundred, even should 
there be only one delegate from each 
place. Josephus informs us that there 
were over two hundred cities in Galilee 
of over ten thousand inhabitants. The 
number of lesser cities is not known. 
The hall which held these delegates 
was not a small one. The matter under 
discussion by our Lord was Divine 
healing. This is made clear by the 
statement, “‘and the power of the Lord 
was present to heal them.” 

The Pharisees and doctors of the 
law evidently did not respond to the 
teaching of the Lord. He did not find 
among them all a single candidate for 
the healing power of God. To meet 
His need of a subject in whom to 
demonstrate the Divine power, a man 
was “taken with a palsy.” The form 
of the statement indicates that the 
man was taken by a sudden seizure. 
There was no hospital to rush him to. 
There does not seem to have been 
even a Bethesda branch establishment. 
But Christ, the well known Healer, 
was there, and they rushed the patient 
to Christ. 

But there was an obstacle in the 
way: “They could not find by what 
way they might bring him in because 
of the multitude —” and we read that 
the multitude consisted of the Pharisees 
and doctors of the law — the LL.D.s. 
These surrounded the Christ to the 
exclusion of the common people. 

It was necessary to break up the 
church to get the sufferer to Christ. 
Then came the demonstration. The 
audience demurred at the assumption 
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on the part of Jesus of the power to 
forgive sin. They admitted that it was 
easier to say, ““Thy sins be forgiven 
thee,” a matter which could neither 
be demonstrated nor denied success- 
fully, than to say, “Rise up and walk.” 
But that the assembly might know 
that the Son of man had power on 
earth to forgive sins, he said unto the 
sick of the palsy, ““Rise up and walk.” 


“And they were all amazed, and they 
glorified God, and were filled with fear, 
saying, We have seen strange things to- 
day.” 


This was an event which must have 
formed a matter of intense discussion 
among the learned who were present, 
and those who afterwards came into 
contact with them. It must also have 
been officially discussed by the religious 
authorities at Jerusalem. So then the 
fact of Divine healing was officially 
known to them. The doctrine of Di- 
vine healing had been known to them 
from Moses to Christ. The fact that 
Jesus Himself was a Divine healer 
was known to them. 

This was the mental attitude of the 
Jews toward Christ and His ministry 
prior to the transaction at Bethesda. 
Christ’s action at Bethesda was mani- 
festly a continuance of His action at 
the Capernaum convention. Nothing 
followed the convention. No move was 
made by the Jews. 

The doctrine of Bethesda was still 
proclaimed, and the multitude of im- 
potent folk still lay at the pool. In 
addition to this the sick were in every 
hamlet and town, and at one time or 
another in every home, with none to 
preach to them the healing and saving 
power. And they preferred to have it 
so rather than to call upon the healing 
power manifested in Jesus Christ. 

Jesus, our Lord, was not content to 
allow matters to rest there. He must 
make further efforts to bring the people 


back to practical obedience to God 
and to faith in Him for physical, 
mental and spiritual healing. There- 
fore, one Sabbath day, He appeared 
at the pool of Bethesda. Here he found 
a palsied man. This was a disease 
which, with leprosy, the Jewish teach- 
ers taught could be healed by God 
alone. 

The man our Lord approached had 
“been a long time in that case.”” He 
had been a sufferer from the deadly 
disease for thirty-eight years. All 
Jerusalem would be aware of his case. 
Then came to him the command 
which was a repetition of the com- 
mand given to the other palsied man 
of whom we are told in the fifth chap- 
ter of St. Luke, “Rise, take up thy 
bed and walk.” 

The healing of the impotent man 
at Bethesda seems to have created 
little comment on this occasion. Such 
healing had become somewhat of an 
old story. They knew that Jesus could 
heal. There was no outburst of glory 
to God on this occasion. Evidently 
Jesus did not expect it. Still it was 
necessary that the attention of the 
people, and especially of the Jewish 
authorities, should be attracted. There- 
fore Jesus said to the impotent man, 
“Take up thy bed and walk.” But He 
did it on the Sabbath day. His action 
was right according to God’s law of 
the Sabbath. But it was contrary to 
Jewish tradition concerning the Sab- 
bath. 

What the Lord was intent on doing 
was to demonstrate the true source of 
healing, by Himself healing one of the 
longest standing cases to be found at 
the pool. He sought to awaken the 
leaders, and the people, to the fact 
that they were looking in the wrong 
direction for healing when they looked 
at and waited for the troubling of the 
waters of Bethesda. 

The revisers of the Bible left out 
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the statement of the doctrine of Be- 
thesda from the narrative because 
they concluded it not to be a state- 
ment of fact. They overlooked the fact 
that it was a statement of doctrine, a 
doctrine not taught by Christ nor by 
the Evangelists, but by the scholars of 
the day. They left out verse four. In 
cutting this out the revisers took 
away the key which binds the narra- 
tive together. 

Without the statement concerning 
an angel troubling the waters, which 
the people had been taught, and which 
they believed, there can be found no 
connection shown between the wait- 
ing multitudes and the pool. There 
can be no contrast shown between the 
false teaching of the Bethesda doctrine 
and the true teaching of the Christ if 
we eliminate verse four. 

The keen eyed Jews let the healing 
pass. But they fastened on the fact 
that their traditions concerning the 
Sabbath were set at naught by the act 
of the healed man taking up his bed 
on the Sabbath day, and by Christ’s 
act of healing on the Sabbath day. 

They challenged the impotent man 
for breaking the Sabbath. He countered 
by quoting the command of his healer. 
This led to a demand to know who the 
healer was? 

This was exactly what in His fore- 
sight our Lord expected. Having 
achieved this result at the pool, our 
Lord “conveyed Himself away.” The 
pool of Bethesda, with its crowd of 
impotent folk, was not the place for 
our Lord to challenge the Bethesda 
doctrine, nor to challenge the abuse 
of the Holy Sabbath law. Neither was 
it the place to set forth once more His 
own doctrine. Therefore our Lord 
conveyed Himself away from among 
them and could not be found by those 
who would have charged Him. Never- 
theless, in the Temple of God He 
would meet them again. 


The End of Worldly Ambition 


Look to the end of worldly ambition, and what is it? Take 
the four greatest rulers, perhaps, that ever sat upon a 
throne. Alexander, when he had so completely subdued the 
nations that he wept because there were no more to con- 
quer, at last set fire to a city and died in a scene of de- 
bauch. Hannibal, who filled three bushels with the gold 
rings taken from the slaughtered knights, died at last by 
poison administered by his own hand, unwept and un- 
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be cut off.” 


known, in a foreign land. Caesar, having conquered 800 
cities, and dyed his garments with the blood of one million 
of his foes, was stabbed by his best friends, in the very 
place which had been the scene of his greatest triumph. 
Napoleon, after being the scourge of Europe, and the 
desolator of his country, died in banishment, conquered 
and a captive. So truly “‘the expectation of the wicked shall 
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The Enduring Kingdom 


should be thoroughly examined 

by thinking people today because 
of their supreme importance. They 
follow: 

1) We are now entering a new era; 
we are not erecting a new state. 

2) God will not permit a new state 
or world government to be brought in 
for that would defeat His plan. 

3) The state, which has already 
been established forever and forms the 
perpetual basis of the Kingdom of 
God, is an historic and present fact. 
We of the Anglo-Celto-Saxon world 
are citizens of it. It is a major factor in 
world affairs. It cannot be overthrown. 

4) In the center of this state is the 
Throne of David, guaranteed per- 
petuity of existence by the oath of God, 
and presently to be occupied by Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, whose right it is, and 
who is King of kings and Lord of lords. 

Let us take the first of these state- 
ments of fact. It is almost universally 
agreed that the ending of the second 
phase of the World War, for that is 
what the struggle of 1939 to 1945 
actually was, marked as it was by the 
development of atomic energy and the 
launching of the atomic bomb, marked 
the beginning of a new era. Just as the 
progressive development of what is 
termed the industrial revolution was 
hailed as the beginning of a new age of 
development within civilization, so 
men are now saying everywhere, a new 
era has begun. 

In making that assertion they are 
speaking more truly than they realize. 
We are entering a new era, but it is an 
era when the direct control and gov- 
ernment of Almighty God is about to 
be manifested. This will be accom- 
plished in a manner that will make it 
impossible for anyone to dispute it, 
when all human planning which is not 
in accord with the Divine will and 
gives no recognition to the Divine pur- 
pose will be brought to nought. The 
time is at hand when it shall be as the 
prophet declared, “A king shall reign 
and prosper and shall execute judg- 
ment and justice on the earth. In his 
days, Judah shall be saved and Israel 
shall dwell safely and this is his name 
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Fr specific statements of fact 


APRIL 


By REV. E. J. SPRINGETT 


whereby he shall be called, the Lord 
our Righteousness.” 

The realization that the government 
of the world, the establishment of 
world peace, and the maintenance of 
social security, are all absolutely im- 
possible on the basis of human wisdem 
has resulted in the futile suggestions, 
now so common, regarding the estab- 
lishment of a world state to which all 
nations shall belong, and into which 
they shall enter upon the basis of vol- 
untarily giving up elements of national 
sovereignty enjoyed by and peculiar to 
each. The United Nations Organiza- 
tion, born as a result of the San Fran- 
cisco Conference, was the embryo of 
this idea, but today, less than a year 
since its inception, it is being com- 
monly stated that UNO cannot work 
satisfactorily and all unwittingly the 
United Nations Organization Prepara- 
tory Committee has sealed the doom of 
UNO by proposing the selection of a 
city in the eastern United States as its 
headquarters. For the highest author- 
ity of all has declared that the head- 
quarters of the world state will be in 
Palestine and that “the law shall go 
forth of Zion and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem.” 

In the opening proceedings of the 
first session of UNO, God was com- 
pletely left out officially. ‘There was no 
Invocation and no petition for Divine 
guidance or direction. The opening 
remarks of the President and the ad- 
dress of welcome by Prime Minister 
Attlee expressed their aspiration that 
“‘good will divested of every shred of 
intrigue” should animate the delibera- 
tions of the delegates from fifty-one 
nations. Their earnest desire that “a 
co-operative atmosphere” and “the 
spirit of conciliation” would dominate 
all proceedings, and the concluding 
affirmation of Mr. Attlee, ““We must, 
we will succeed,” recall to mind the 
words of the Psalmist, “Except the 
Lord build the house, they labour in 
vain that build it; except the Lord 
keep the city, the watchman waketh 
but in vain.” 

The erection of a new world state is 
beyond man’s capacity. He has been 
allowed to attempt it and the League 


of Nations, established after the first 
phase of the World War, came to a 
temporary end in 1918 and was a 
tragic failure. That failure, together 
with the already apparent abortive at- 
tempts at bringing into being another 
revised League, no matter what it may 
be called, directs attention to the 
second fact that God will not permit 
the bringing in of a new state or world 
government, for that would defeat His 
own plan. 

That statement, of course, cuts right 
across the general idea prevalent to- 
day. Majority opinion, as evidenced 
by man’s inability to manage his own 
affairs, demonstrated by present condi- 
tions of chaos, has held that man is the 
master of his own fate and the arbiter 
of his own destiny. But that is wrong 
and the measure of man’s failure is the 
measure of his disregard of the Divine 
plan and purpose. 

God has a plan for the world. He 
conceived it; He brought it into being 
as a living organism and His plan is 
indestructible. It is changeless because 
He is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. Man, by the promptings of 
evil, may so conduct himself to hinder 
and temporarily frustrate the develop- 
ment and fulfillment of the Divine 
purpose but its ultimate consumma- 
tion cannot be prevented. 

According to God’s timetable the 
period has now been reached for the 
fulfillment of His plan and that brings 
us to the next statement of fact. 
The state has been forever estab- 
lished as the basis of the Kingdom of 
God. Now note well, the Kingdom of 
God is a practical entity. It is not sim- 
ply something which is in the hearts of 
men. It is not merely a mental aspira- 
tion or a spiritual desire; it is not an 
inner subjective experience without 
objective reality. It is real and practi- 


Because the word “‘kingdom”’ is used 
in the phrase “the Kingdom of God,” 
its meaning and connotation are not 
changed. A kingdom is always a king- 
dom. It implies a king to reign, a body 
of subjects and a constitution regulat- 
ing the lives and activities of the people 
over whom the king rules. The world 
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overlooks the paramount fact that God 
is the only Sovereign Ruler in the 
universe. “The Lord hath prepared 
_ his throne in the heavens and his king- 
dom ruleth over all’ (Psalm 103: 19). 
**The most High ruleth in the kingdom 
of men and giveth it to whomsoever 
he will” (Dan. 4: 25). 

Jesus taught us to pray, “Our Father 
. . . thy will be done on earth, as it is 
done in heaven,” and from this the 
inference is that the will of God is done 
in heaven and that it is not fully done 
on earth. For if God’s will were done 
on earth we should not need to pray 
that prayer. In man’s attempt at self- 
government he has substituted man- 
made laws for the Divine Laws. Indeed 
God’s indictment against us today is 
“the statutes of Omri are kept.” The 
result is the present condition of chaos. 
Up to now experiments in human gov- 
ernment have been permitted by God 
so that we might learn the value of 
Divine rule and make voluntary choice 
of it. So far we have refused to learn 
the lesson and now the time is coming 
for it to be written indelibly upon our 
hearts and minds. 

While the Kingdom is the Kingdom 
of God, and He is the one and only 
Potentate, we are assured that “The 
Father judges no man, but hath com- 
mitted all judgment to His Son; and 
that He, the Son, shall one day deliver 
up the Kingdom to God, even the 
Father, that God may be all in all.” 
(I Cor. 15: 24-28.) Therefore, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, is the coming King 
of the Kingdom, which is the State 
established by God. The constitution 
is that body of Commandments, Stat- 
utes and Judgments given by God and 
ratified and confirmed by Jesus Christ. 
And the Kingdom is to be universal, 


for “all people, nations and languages 
shall serve Him.” 

The state, over which our Lord will 
rule, is in existence now. It is not yet 
functioning as it should — and will — 
but it is in existence. In all His teach- 
ing of the gospel of the Kingdom, our 
Lord invariably spoke in the present 
tense. He never said the Kingdom of 
God will be, but “‘it is” and “‘it is like.” 
We are not taught to pray for its crea- 
tion, but for its coming, 7.¢., its func- 
tioning with power. The Kingdom of 
God, established as a State at Sinai, is 
to actually function as an ordered so- 
ciety on earth under the Sovereignty 
of Jesus Christ, and then, and only 
then, shall we see God’s will done on 
earth as it is done in heaven. Thank 
God the exultant shout will soon ring 
out, ““The Kingdoms of this world are 
become the Kingdoms of our Lord and 
of His Christ; and He shall reign for- 
ever and ever” (Rev. 11: 15). 

God has declared the Kingdom shall 
continue in perpetuity as long as the 
solar system shall remain (Jeremiah 
31: 35-37) and, therefore, no matter 
what may be the attempt to overthrow 
it, no matter how much its existence 
may be ignored, it stands inviolate. 
Although under the direction of anti- 
God and anti-Christ forces, attempts 
at its destruction are continually being 
made, attempts which are aided and 
abetted by the apathy, indifference, 
and ignorance of the citizens of the 
Kingdom, the Word of God concern- 
ing the Kingdom still stands. 

Lastly, we have the fact that in the 
center of the state planned by God is 
the Throne of David, guaranteed per- 
petuity of existence, as is the Kingdom, 
and presently to be occupied by Jesus 
Christ, whose right it is. That throne 


is definitely named “the throne of the 
Lord over Israel”? and its occupant of 
the Davidic line is anointed “‘to be the 
Chief Governor.” It is the throne of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, for by specific 
announcement God declared through 
His Messenger, the Angel Gabriel, to 
Mary, the mother of our Lord, “The 
Lord God shall give unto Him [Jesus] 
the Throne of His Father David. He 
shall reign over the House of Jacob 
forever and of His Kingdom there 
shall be no end.” The occupant of the 
Throne of David is bound to adminis- 
ter the Commandments, Statutes, and 
Judgments of the Lord. These are in- 
separably connected with the national 
constitution. In them the rights, free- 
doms and liberties of the individual 
are preserved and the rights of the 
state. 

Thus the state still stands; it can 
never be replaced by a man-made 
system or organization. There can be 
no world government operative apart 
from the Kingdom of God on earth. 
The privilege and responsibility of 
every individual is to seek it and its 
righteousness, to qualify for citizenship 
within it, and to enter it by the new 
and living way not made with hands, 
namely by the acceptance of the re- 
demption won by Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and coming King. Instead of 
speculating upon the type of world 
organization which they hope can be 
established, leaders and people alike 
should work for the promotion of the 
one national act of repentance, which, 
resulting as it inevitably will in the 
adoption of the Divine constitution, 
will sweep away all abuses and wrongs 
in the Kingdom and make ready “a 
people prepared for the Lord.” 


An Important Correction 





IT 1s our firm intent to keep Destiny free from error but at 
times, due to the human factor, errors will appear and, 
when they affect the accuracy of a study, they must be 
corrected. In writing dates and figures, particularly where 
both A.M. and A.D. dates are involved, the transposition of 
numbers can occur. This is what happened in “The 
Chronometer of History,” Part II, Destryy for March, 
1946. 

Now our Lord was baptized in 28 a.p. and was crucified 
in 29 A.D. Inadvertently these figures were used in the 
A.M. dating which should have been, for 28 A.pD., 4026 
A.M. (not 4028 A.M.), and for 29 A.D., 4027 A.M. (not 4029 
A.M.). The check made by the calendar failed to reveal 
this error, for the dates and days of the respective calendars 
of the years involved are the same. 

The dates should be corrected on page 82, center col- 
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umn, under “‘An Important Passage,” to read as follows 
beginning with the fifth line: 

“It was not our Lord who was taken up, but the intercalary 
days at the end of the year 4025 a.m. and the beginning of the 
year 4026 A.M. in order to lengthen Lunar to Solar time (see 
calendars i and j).” 

This necessitates a correction in the final three lines of 
this column which should read: 

‘“‘which followed was 4027 A.M. when our Lord was crucified. 
This was 4,027 years from the beginning, all the... ” 

In the third column on page 83, line 15 from the bottom, 
for the present text substitute the following: 

“in the year 4026 A.M., a little more than six months before 
the crucifixion. Thus, according to this passage, 4027 A.M. would 
be the crucifixion year. Checking the table of first years we find 
that 4027 A.M. was an 11th year in the Hebrew cycle and the 
calendar for this year is k.” 
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Review of World Affairs 


By KENNETH de COURCY 


London, March 1 (BY CABLE) 


A Time for Action 


Ir Russta fails in her Western policy, as she well may, she 
will concentrate upon the Middle and Far East. Policy is 
prepared for that alternative. Russia is, however, doing 
everything possible to win success in the European West, 
though she is everywhere working with minorities against the 
majority. Minorities are, nevertheless, powerful forces, and 
unless the broad masses are helped and encouraged to 
resist, they may prevail. 

If it were not for Russian intervention almost every- 
where, the world would now be slowly recovering and the 
prospects would be quite good. It is Soviet intervention in 
almost every country in the world which is creating a new 
problem of great magnitude and grave danger. Let us pray 
the facts will be faced before it is too late. 

Here is a story of something which happened recently, 
and of which not one word appeared in any newspaper in 
the world. Of course the Russians take such a remarkable 
silence as a sign of fear and weakness. The other day a 
prominent pro-Allied Continental politician asked for 
protection against what he believed to be a threat from the 
Russian political police. His fear was at first rather laughed 
at, but in the end he was given protection. Very soon 
afterwards a convoy of Allied motor cars drew up outside 
his residence. Forty men in American uniforms got out. 
They were all Russian and were led by a High Soviet Official. A 
fight broke out and several men were killed. That took 
place in a non-Russian Zone, and was directed against a 
man who had simply dared to be pro-Anglo-Saxon. 

Our silence leads both the Russians and our friends to 
think we are afraid. It is not the way to peace with Russia, 
nor the way to gain the confidence of hard-pressed Par- 
liamentarians in a shattered Europe. The Russians become 
more aggressive as a result, and the Parliamentarians more de- 
pressed and defeatist. It represents the worst imaginable 
policy. 

If the Communists try to seize power by force, or if they 
hold on by force, it is now certain that there will be violent 
reaction. The Communists know this, and are believed to be 
receiving a steady supply of arms from abroad in case things take 
that turn. Almost all quarters report that these arms are 
dropped from aircraft coming from the East — but our 
own observers have not yet seen this happen with their 
own eyes. 

If the Communists rise to power, whether Constitu- 
tionally or by force, they plan to send an Ultimatum to 
Spain demanding the resignation of Franco, and creation 
of a Leftist Republican Government. If the Spaniards re- 
fuse to fall in with all this, France would go to war with 
Spain, asking the assistance of Russia. This help would be 
given. 

If the Communists fail to get power in France, and Constitu- 
tional monarchy (instead of a strong Leftwing Republican Gov- 
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ernment) rises to power in Spain, Russia will largely withdraw 
her attention from Western Europe but will look more eagerly 
towards the Central and Eastern Mediterranean. 


Middle East, Central Asia, and 
the Far East 


If the M.R.P., the Radical Socialists, and the Right Wing of 
the Socialist Party, really stand together during this crisis, one of 
the biggest disasters in the history of Western Europe will be 
averted, a disaster the magnitude of which can hardly be overrated, 
viz.: (1) Civil war in France; (2) war between France and 
Spain; (3) Russian military intervention on behalf of France in 
Western Europe. 

Eight per cent of Holland’s direct income comes from 
the Dutch East Indies, and between 30 and 40 per cent is 
indirectly linked up with it. If she lost all that, the eco- 
nomic result would lead to grave political consequences. 
There would probably be strong Communism. That is 
why the Communists are so interested in tearing the Dutch 
East Indies away from Holland. All the arms being used by 
Indonesian Insurgents are Japanese, all the political support comes 
from Russia. 

If Holland loses her Empire it will have mighty reper- 
cussions. There would be a Communist Holland with a German 
Soviet behind her. Anyone can see the possibilities. Holland 
used to be one of the most correct conservative countries in 
the world. Her officials were incorruptible, morale was 
excellent, and standard of living high. It was a model 
country with a model Empire. The Netherlands is now 
sick. The great mass, which played no part either for or 
against the Germans, is underfed, tired, and sceptical. 


Indonesia 


Here are some facts about the Indonesian affair which 
for some peculiar reason have not been published in the 
press. For six weeks after Japan’s capitulation, Hollanders 
in the East Indies who had been freed from prison camps 
were received by the Javanese people with jubilation. 
They were treated with kindness and cared for in every 
way. Suddenly in October there was a change. Now there 
is war. What happened? 

The facts of this whole case could not be more simple. 
(1) Dutch Indonesian rule was merciful, efficient, and 
easygoing. It was not the rule of vastly rich merchants 
holding down a terrified population. (2) The Japanese 
armed Insurgent movement is now encouraged and supported by a 
foreign power, viz., Russia. (3) Its success would mean great 
economic distress in Holland, probably leading to danger- 
ous political changes there. 

The Dutch case is that international law demands all 
enemy arms should be collected and confiscated, in whom- 


‘soever’s hands they may be found. That task must be 


carried out. Japanese arms now in the hands of the Insur- 
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gents must be collected and destroyed. Their view of events 
thereafter is that zones of security should be established, in 
which a legitimate, ordered government can negotiate the 
terms of a new relationship between the Indonesian and 
Dutch peoples. 

A final word. If the Insurgents win, Indonesia will be 
dominated by a dictatorship and a secret police. The same 
threatens in China and British India. ‘The whole business is 
linked with events on a vast scale in Europe and elsewhere. 
If things are allowed to drift, then those who shrug their 
shoulders today will in five years find the world faced with 
a challenge of unprecedented gravity. That is for the 
record. The whole thing can be stopped and controlled if 
we act now. 


Yugoslavia 


The latest reports from Yogoslavia show that Marshal Tito is 
building a war economy. This, added to straightforward mili- 
tary preparations, makes things clear enough. Everything 
is being modeled to a military plan. Everything from 
complete control of education to troop training bears the 
stamp of the totalitarian philosophy with a war slant. His 
complaint about Polish troops in Italy is mere propaganda 
to cover his preparations. Many observers are convinced 
that Tito is out for trouble over Trieste unless he gets it by 
peaceful means very soon. The Macedonian question also 
presses, though it is known that Tito thinks it unsafe to 
say too much while British troops remain in Greece and 


the Levant. 


A Scandal in Hungary 


There is a place in Hungary called Gyoemroe. A short 
time ago twenty-nine criminals, all with long police records, 
joined the Communist Party and formed a gang within it. 
They had a grand time, starting with robbery and ending 
with murder. They killed seventy-six peasants, a priest, a 
nobleman, and a lawyer. The police tried to arrest them, 
but the Communist Minister of the Interior, Ferencz 
Endei, forbade it, declaring that the murderers were 
democrats liquidating reactionaries. 

The Undersecretary for Justice, a member of the Small- 
holders Party, heard about it and intervened. He ordered 
their arrest. The men were caught and locked up. The 
Communist leaders then complained to the Prime Minis- 
ter, who was so afraid that he ordered their release. This 
was stopped by further intervention by the Undersecretary 
for Justice. The head of the Communist Party then said 
that unless the murderers were released within an hour, 
the workers from Csepel would be called out and the Minis- 
try of Justice stormed. The brave Undersecretary stood 
firm, and said he did not mind how much his Ministry was 
stormed, he would not release the murderers. He said he 
would meet the workers, show them the documents, and 
explain the case. The Communist leader was frightened by 
this. He knew the documents were incontrovertible, so he dropped 
his threat to call out the workers and instead called in the Russians, 
who had the murderers released instantly. The gang now roams 
the country unpunished. 

A short time ago the Smallholders Party asked for the 
dismissal of the Chief of the Political Police, Peter Gabor. 


He is a member of the N.K.V.D.— the Russian secret’ 


police. ‘The accusation was incompetence and corruption. 
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The documents in the case were again incontrovertible. 
Once more Smallholders were defeated. The Russians 
stepped in, and Monsieur Gabor remains Chief of the 
Political Police. 

Europe cannot return to health and strength — Parlia- 
mentary Government cannot flourish — public morale 
cannot be re-established until this kind of thing utterly 
ceases. 


Czechoslovakia 


One of our most competent observers has just been in 
Prague, and this is what he found. In outward appearance 
the capital has changed very little, but behind the fagade it 
has altered radically. 

A difficulty in Czechoslovakia is that young people are 
reluctant to work. They have been brought up in an 
atmosphere of war resistance and lawlessness. To settle 
down is unattractive. They are listless, cynical, and un- 
believing. They turn readily to black-market activities 
where large money can be made quickly. 

Committees and groups which are telling the truth 
about Czechoslovakia abroad, find their sympathizers at 
home arrested and imprisoned. Many Czechs are afraid to 
be seen talking to anyone from America or Britain lest 
they should be considered anti-Communist or pro-Anglo- 
Saxon, and thus unacceptable to the all-powerful Minister 
of the Interior. 


The Middle East 


It is here the drama will eventually unfold. The situation 
1s almost exactly like that which existed in Europe in 1939, with 
Russia replacing Germany. This is no longer a matter of 
opinion but of solid facts based upon documents and 
events. Kurdistan is probably the crisis area for the Spring. 
Iraq is disturbed. Many of the former supporters of Rashid 
Ali are now with the Left Wing movement, and are pro- 
Russian. It is Communist propaganda which has caused 
the riots in Egypt. The Russians are training a considerable 
number of religious experts for work in the Middle East during the 
next two or three years, so a special school for Islamic leaders is 
given every possible facility. There is a great coming and 
going between the U.S.S.R. and these regions. The Soviet 
Government hardly ever uses a Russian. It is always men 
and women of other nationalities. 

There is going to be big trouble unless Britain and 
America together (neither can act alone; it is hopeless to 
try), make up a definite policy, stick to and enforce it. 

“When Russia puts forward claims to the Georgian 
coastline of Turkey, Turkey should immediately counter- 
claim by demanding control of the Crimea which threatens 
her Black Sea border. When Russia demands the evacua- 
tion of Greece, we should agree on the condition that she 
evacuates Bulgaria and Roumania. If she asks for Trip- 
olitania, we should demand Vladivostok as a UNO 
base. That’s the only way to deal. You cannot adopt a 
policy of defence against Russia. She will have you beaten 
every time.”’ 





The foregoing is the seventh monthly presentation of excerpts from ‘‘Review 
of World Affairs’’ by Kenneth de Courcy, cabled from London and published in 
Destiny by special arrangement with the author. 

Readers desiring the complete *‘Review of World Affairs’’ may obtain it by 
subscription, at $10.00 a year, through Destiny Publishers, Haverhill, Mass., in 
which case it will come to you direct by mail as soon as printed, following receipt 
of the cable. — Eb. 
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The Acceptable Year of Our Lord 


determination of the precise 
duration of our Lord’s ministry 
has been a matter of theological 
controversy for many years. Even now 
men are not agreed as to whether it 
was a two or three-year ministry. The 
evidence of Scripture and the early 
fathers prove both these contentions to 
be wrong and so the controversy con- 
tinues, for deductions resting upon false 
premises cannot possibly be harmo- 
nized or produce agreement. 

You may ask, what difference does 
it make anyway? Very much. If 
theologians and scholars are unable to 
determine or agree upon the chronol- 
ogy of our Lord’s ministry, based upon 
the simple and clear teachings of 
Scripture, how can their findings be 
relied upon as accurate regarding the 
weightier matters of the law? Let us 
examine the record that the truth may 
be made known. 

At the beginning of our Lord’s min- 
istry, following the temptation in the 
wilderness, Jesus returned to Galilee 
and came to Nazareth where He had 
spent His early years and, as was His 
custom, went to the Synagogue on the 
Sabbath day and stood up to read: 


*‘And there was delivered unto him the 
book of the prophet Esaias (Isaiah). 
And when he had opened the book, he 
found the place where it was written, 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be- 
cause he hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal 
the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised. 

**To preach the AccEPTABLE YEAR of 
the Lord.” (Luke 4: 17-19.) 


With scarcely an exception the 
early fathers recognized our Lord’s 
ministry as the acceptable year of the 
Lord and confined to a period of a lit- 
tle over one year. The International 
Standard Bible Encyclopedia classifies 
these early beliefs as arbitrary in the 
following statement: 


“Setting aside, as too arbitrary, schemes 
which would, with some of the early fa- 
thers, compress the whole ministry into lit- 
tle over a single year . . . there remains the 
choice between a two-years’ and a three- 
years’ ministry. Both have able advocates.” 


We challenge the accuracy of classi- 
fying the belief of the early fathers in 
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the one-year ministry as arbitrary. 
They were far more familiar with the 
actual facts than scholars of today. 
Now the dictionary defines arbitrary 
as “depending on will or discretion; 
fixed or arrived at through will or 
caprice; decisive but unreasoned.” 

It is certain that the above conten- 
tions for either a two or a three-year 
ministry cannot both be right, nor can 
there be evidence sustaining the truth 
of their respective contentions. If evi- 
dence concerning the length of His 
ministry was available to them, and 
they were willing to accept it, they 
would finally come to an agreement. 
Actuaily, the accusation of being ar- 
bitrary is more readily applied to the 
conclusions of the modern scholars 
concerning a two or three-year min- 
istry than to the early fathers who 
spoke of things of which they knew by 
close proximity to them. The early 
Christians, knowing the one-year min- 
istry to be a well established fact in 
their day, would not deem it necessary 
to present evidence confirming a rec- 
ognized truth. Why should they give 
evidence in the early Christian cen- 
turies as to the one-year ministry when 
this is a modern, not an ancient, con- 
troversy? 

When Jesus had finished reading 
the Scripture, closing with the state- 
ment, “‘to preach the acceptable year 
of the Lord,” all eyes in the Synagogue 
were upon Him: 


*“‘He began to say unto them, This day is 
this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” 
(Luke 4: 21.) 


Turning to other translations of the 
passage read by our Lord, we find 
Moffatt renders it: 


*“To proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.”’ 
Ferrar Fenton translates: 


*“To proclaim the year honoured by the 
Lord.” 


Language could not express more 
clearly that a year was to be honored 
by Jesus, during which His ministry 
would take place, and at the close of 
which the crucifixion would occur, 
bringing redemption to Israel and sal- 
vation to mankind. He was the Anti- 
type and in the type we have the evi- 
dence of what would be required of 
Him. Jesus Christ is referred to as our 


Passover (I Cor. 5: 7) and so in type 
the Passover lamb represents Him. In 
the selection of the lamb, the following 
instruction was given: 


“In the tenth day of this month [Nisan] 
they shall take them every man a lamb. 
. . - Your lamb shall be without blemish, 
a male of the first year: ye shall take it out 
from the sheep, or from the goats: and ye 
shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of 
the same month.” (Ex. 12: 3-6.) 


The antitype must fulfill the type in 
every respect. When Jesus Christ rode 
into Jerusalem and presented Himself 
to the Temple on Palm Sunday (the 
10th of Nisan), the Priests selected 
Him for death. This selection had to 
be made at the end of one year of 
ministry in order that the type might 
be fulfilled — a lamb of the first year. 
Four days later, on the 14th day of 
the month Nisan, He died on the 
cross. * 


THE date of the beginning of the 

ministry of Jesus Christ can be ac- 
curately placed, along with the calen- 
dar verification of the day and year of 
His crucifixion, the evidence support- 
ing the length of His ministry will be 
established. 

Daniel informs us that through the 
study of books he came to an under- 
standing of the time of the deliverance 
of his people according to Jeremiah’s 
prophecy that the desolation of Jeru- 
salem would be accomplished in sev- 
enty years (Dan. 9: 2). Having arrived 
at this understanding, the prophet be- 
gan to pray for himself, his people and 
Israel far away. He confessed the sins 
committed and beseeched the Lord to 
remember Jerusalem: 


*“Now therefore, O our God, hear the 
prayer of thy servant, and his supplica- 
tions, and cause thy face to shine upon thy 
sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord’s 
sake. O my God, incline thine ear, and 
hear; open thine eyes, and behold our deso- 
lations, and the city which is called by thy 
name: for we do not present our supplica- 
tions before thee for our own righteousness, 
but for thy great mercies. O Lord hear: O 
Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; 
defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: 
for thy city and thy people are called by 
thy name.” (Dan. 9: 17-19.) 





* See “The Chronometer of History,” Part 
II, Destiny for March, 1946. 
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While he was praying and confessing 
his faults and the faults of his people, 
the man Gabriel, whom Daniel had 
previously seen, spoke to him and 
said: 

*O Daniel, I am now come forth, and I 
am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly 
beloved: therefore understand the matter, 
and consider the vision.” (Dan. 9: 22-23.) 


Daniel, though himself a prophet, 
through the study of the prophecies of 
Jeremiah, knew the time was fulfilled 
for the desolation of Jerusalem. He set 
his heart in prayer that the city might 
be delivered and restored to his people 
again and was rewarded for his faith- 
fulness when Gabriel continued: 


“Seventy weeks are determined upon 
thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish 
the transgression, and to make an end of 
sins, and to make reconciliation for in- 
iquity, and to bring in everlasting right- 
eousness, and to seal up the vision and 
prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.” 
(Dan. 9: 24.) 

God was not only answering Dan- 
iel’s request in his supplication for 
Jerusalem but He also gave the prophet 
important information regarding the 
coming of the Messiah who was des- 
tined to bring iniquity to an end and 
establish righteousness. The date of 
the anointing of the Messiah for His 
work was furnished to Daniel by 
Gabriel. 

The Jews, through their plotting, 
finally brought about the crucifixion 
of our Lord. To make an end of sins was 
certainly accomplished when the Son 
of God “‘Once in the end of the world 
. . . appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself’? (Heb. 9: 26). 

To make reconciliation for iniquity was 
completed in the atonement. “God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto Himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them” (II Cor. 5: 19). 

Everlasting righteousness also was 
brought in at that time for, as a conse- 
quence of His death, “There remain- 
eth no more sacrifice for sins’ (Heb. 
10: 26). 

To seal up the vision and the prophecy 
was accomplished, “‘For all the proph- 
ets and the law prophesied until John” 
(Matt. 11: 13). From that time on 
Messianic prophecies ceased. “But 
those things which God before had 
shewed by the mouth of all his proph- 
ets, that Christ should suffer, he hath 
so fulfilled’ (Acts 3: 18). 

To anoint the most Holy. John bears 
witness to the fact that the Holy Spirit 
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descended like a dove and abode upon 
our Lord (Matt. 3: 16). Jesus confirmed 
the anointing when at Nazareth in the 
Synagogue He said, ““The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because He hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor” (Luke 4: 18). 

Gabriel gave further instruction to 
Daniel as to the time when the Mes- 
siah should come: 


**Know therefore and understand, that 
from the going forth of the commandment 
to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the 
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, 
and three score and two weeks: the street 
shall be built again, and the wall, even in 
troublous times.” (Dan. 9: 25.) 


Here is given definite chronological 
instruction which should enable one 
to locate the time of the anointing of 
the Messiah. This occurred when He 
was baptized by John and the Spirit, 
like a dove, descended upon Him: 


“And John bare record, saying, I saw 
the Spirit descending from heaven like a 
dove, and it abode upon him. And I knew 
him not: but he that sent me to baptize 
with water, the same said unto me, Upon 
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, 
and remaining on him, the same is he 
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 
And I saw, and bare record that this is the 
Son of God.” (John 1: 32-34.) 


stupy of the chronology of Scrip- 
A ture reveals three scales by which 
events can be measured. They are the 
solar (365 days or years), lunar (354 
days or years) and sacred (360 days or 
years) scales. The seventy weeks to 
which Gabriel refers is 70 weeks of 
years, or 490 years. This, according to 
the angel, was the number of years to 
the anointing of the Messiah. In order 
that there might be no question about 
the accuracy of the time measure and 
the point of beginning, Gabriel de- 
clared that from the time the com- 
mand was given to build Jerusalem to 
the anointing of the Messiah would be 
69 weeks, or 483 years. 

Ezra and Nehemiah were each com- 
missioned under edicts to go to Jeru- 
salem to restore the city. Ezra pre- 
ceded Nehemiah by 14 years. It was 
in the first year of Cyrus (3468 A.m., 
531 B.c.) that the king of Persia issued 
a decree for the restoration of the Jews 
and the rebuilding of the Temple. 
However, it was not until 25 years 
later that Artaxerxes Longimanus, then 
18 years old, after taking it under ad- 
visement, issued the famous decree 
(Ezra 7: 6-28) that sent Ezra to Jeru- 





salem in 3543 A.M. (456 B.c.). From 
this date 483 years later is 4026 a.m. 
(28 a.D.). 

Professor C. A. L. Totten states: 


“The decree itself was actually issued 
upon Tuesday, the 14th of Nisan, just 5252 
days before Nehemiah completed his 52 
days’ labor on the walls of Jerusalem, and 
from its date, as here specified, to the day 
of the Saviour’s baptism [22nd day of the 
fourth civil month of 4026 a.m.] there were 
just 176,412 days or 483 years.” 


Nehemiah, the State Cup-bearer of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, received a 
report of conditions at Jerusalem which 
sent him into mourning, fasting and 
prayer because of evil afflicting the 
city. When later Nehemiah presented 
the cup to the King, he was asked by 
him: 

“Why is thy countenance sad, seeing 
thou art not sick? This is nothing else but 
sorrow of heart.”? (Nehemiah 2: 2.) 


Nehemiah informed the King that 
he was sad because Jerusalem was 
wasted and the gates of the city con- 
sumed with fire. The King asked what 
he requested and Nehemiah said: 


“That thou wouldest send me unto 
Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ sepul- 
chres, that I may build it.” 


Beside the command to rebuild Jeru- 
salem and its walls, Nehemiah re- 
ceived letters to the Governors beyond 
the River, and one to Asaph relative 
to the material required for his enter- 
prise. So he set forth with the goodwill 
of Artaxerxes and, accompanied by a 
strong escort, went to Jerusalem and 
the walls were built under his direction 
as prophesied “in troublous times,” 
the account of which is recorded in the 
book of Nehemiah. This mission to 
Jerusalem under the decree to rebuild 
Jerusalem occurred in the year 3557 
A.M. (442 B.c.). The year 28 A.D. is 
483 lunar years later (4026 A.m.). 

The seventy years of desolation be- 
gan for Judah and Jerusalem in 3417 
A.M. (514-13 B.c.) when, following the 
destruction of the city and Temple by 
Nebuchadnezzar, Gedaliah was mur- 
dered and Johanan abandoned Pales- 
tine. The seventy-year period ended in 
3487 A.M. (512 B.c.). This was the 4th 
year of Darius Hystaspes in which the 
word of the Lord came to Zechariah 
(Zech. 7: 1). Beginning with this year, 
seventy Sabbatic years according to 
the Post-Exilic Jubilee scale end at the 
anointing and baptism of Jesus Christ 
on January 8, 28 a.p. (4026 A.M.). 
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The following tabulation illustrates 
the prophetic significance of the year 
marked by the chronological time 
table furnished Daniel by Gabriel: 


3417 A.M. Gedaliah murdered 
70 years, desolation of Jerusalem 
3487 A.M. 4th of Darius (Zech. 7: 1) 
49 years, Jubilee count 
3536 A.M. end of First Post War 
Jubilee 
490 70 weeks of Daniel 


4026 a.m. Year of Baptism of Christ 


3543 A.M. Edict to Ezra 
483 Solar years 


4026 A.M. Year of Baptism of Christ 


3557 A.M. Nehemiah commissioned 
469 (483 Lunar years) : 


4026 a.m. Year of Baptism of Christ 


Professor C. A. L. Totten states: 


‘Jesus repaired to John at the Jordan 
who baptized him on Thursday, Tebeth 
22nd, which was January 8th, 28 A.D. 
And here endeth the 7 plus 62 weeks of 
years referred to by Gabriel in Daniel 


9:25, whether measured on solar time 
from Ezra, or on lunar time from Nehe- 
miah.” 

The Angel Gabriel informs Daniel: 


“And after threescore and two weeks 
shall Messiah be cut off, but not for him- 
self.”” (Dan. 9: 26.) 


From the day of the baptism of our 
Lord to the crucifixion was just 62 
literal weeks (434 days) when He was 
“cut off,”’ not for Himself, but for the 
sins of His people. This brought the 
crucifixion on Nisan 14th, 4027 A.M., 
or March 17, 29 A.D. This is the year 
and day as shown in “The Chronome- 
ter of History,” Part II, Destiny for 
March, 1946. 

No one of the evangelists specifies the 
time between the baptism and death of 
Christ, but the prevailing opinion dur- 
ing the first three Christian centuries 
was that the mission of Christ lasted 
a little over a year. 

Without resorting to the testimony 
of the early fathers, let us re-examine 
the gospels themselves. They teach but 
two Passovers — one at the beginning 
and the other at the end of our Lord’s 
ministry. The first three, or synoptic, 
Gospels record the transactions of but 


one year. The only difficulty is in a 
misunderstanding of the chronological 
arrangement of the Gospel of John. 
In the mouth of these three witnesses, 
Matthew, Mark and Luke, the ques- 
tion should be established and means 
sought to harmonize the statements of 
John with their testimony. A close ex- 
amination of John’s record, critically 
and carefully compared with those of 
the other three, should satisfy every- 
one that the Passover referred to in 
connection with the miracle of the 
feeding of the five thousand (John 4: 4) 
was the one which witnessed the cruci- 
fixion itself. John in no way intimates 
there was a second and third Passover. 
The evidence of Daniel’s prophecy, 
the calendar and the record of the 
Gospels, plus the fact that the anti- 
type must fulfill all the requirements 
of the type, should be sufficient to 
establish the one-year ministry of our 
Lord. When to this is added the con- 
current and unchallenged belief in the 
one-year ministry in the days of the 
early fathers it is presumptuous to 
question the fact of the “acceptable 
year of our Lord” — a year which was 
honored by Him and during which He 
preached the Gospel to the poor. 


Destiny’s Outstretched Arm 





Winston CHURCHILL’s address at Westminster College in 
Fulton, Missouri, on March 5th was a timely statement of 
facts, yet to Destiny readers the views expressed came as 
no surprise. He said: 


“A shadow has fallen upon the scenes so lately lighted by 
Allied victory. Nobody knows what Soviet Russia and its Com- 
munist international organization intends to do in the im- 
mediate future.”’ 


Immediately Destiny readers recall the cover of the 
September, 1945 issue of Destiny depicting the shadow of 
the Red Star casting its baleful influence over a large 
portion of the globe. The accompanying article clearly 
indicated, not only how true this is, but answered the 
question raised by Mr. Churchill that no one knows what 
Communist Russia will do in the immediate future. The 
prophets have told us what she will do and a knowledge 
of the prophetic word gives the needed information. 

Mr. Churchill also said: 


“When I stand here this quiet afternoon I shudder to visualize 
what is actually happening to millons now and what is going to 
happen in this period when famine stalks the earth.”’ 


As stated in “Aftermath of War,” Destiny for August, 
1945: 
“Over the years Destiny has warned that the world will ulti- 


mately face famine conditions. Such warning has been based upon 
the message of the prophets.” 
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The article goes on to show that we are now entering 
the period of stress with famine to follow and its inevitable 
toll of death, all so clearly foretold by the prophets. Mr. 
Churchill but confirms that the time is at hand for the 
manifestation of the conditions predicted long ago as the 
result of judgment which men have brought upon the 
earth by the failure to observe and keep the laws of God. 

When speaking of the “iron curtain” behind which the 
Soviets are active as they regiment many lands and 
establish absolute control over peoples and nations, we 
are simply seeing the great confederacy in the making of 
which Ezekiel speaks. Behind that curtain Soviet Russia is 
moving to perfect her plans and this has also been clearly 
pointed out in the past issues of Destiny. 

The common citizenship to which Mr. Churchill refers 
will become an actuality when the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic 
world finally awakens to the knowledge of its origin and 
destiny, for among the peoples of the Kingdom of God on 
earth there will be a common citizenship. 

This is not the first time we have found in utterances by 
Winston Churchill definite indication of his cognizance of 
the meaning behind events today. Either he knows whereof 
he speaks, or he speaks far better than he knows when he 
refers to the “destiny, whose outstretched arm so many of 
us can clearly see.” Doing so, he but confirms what 
Destiny has stated we are forewarned by the prophets in 
the Word of God to expect in this generation. 
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( Study in Jeremiah 


At the Gate of the Lord’s House 


WORD OF THE LORD came to 
Jeremiah to stand at the gate of 
the Lord’s House and proclaim a 
message to all those who entered the 
Temple. Jeremiah had already con- 
demned the city of Jerusalem and its 
inhabitants for their sinful ways and 
God next instructed the prophet to 
proclaim a message to those who came 
to the Temple to worship. 

Jeremiah stood at the Temple gate 
as commanded and called upon those 
who entered to mend their ways so 
that the Lord might cause them to 
dwell in safety. The people were as- 
suming that because the Temple was 
in their midst He would never forsake 
them regardless of their evil ways. In 
order to impress upon them how false 
such reasoning really was, attention 
was Called to Shiloh where God had 
first set His Name (Deut. 12: 11). 
Jeremiah pointed out what God did to 
Shiloh because of the wickedness of 
Israel and her leaders. 


The Ark Taken 


It was at Shiloh that the Tabernacle 
had been set up and there the Ark of 
the Covenant was kept. When Israel 
was being smitten before the Philis- 
tines they sent to Shiloh for the Ark 
which was brought into the camp of 
Israel. But the battle went against 
them and the Ark of the Lord was 
taken. When the news was brought to 
Shiloh and Eli, the Priest, was told 
that the Ark had been taken and his 
two sons slain, the shock killed him. 
The report of this disaster was told to 
his daughter-in-law and this caused 
the premature birth of her child. As 
she lay dying, she named the child 
Ichabod, signifying, ““The glory is de- 
parted from Israel: because the Ark of 
God was taken.” 


Temple to Become as Shiloh 


The Philistines apparently destroyed 
Shiloh though there is no specific 
record of the account of the disaster 
which befell the city. It evidently made 
a profound impression upon the peo- 
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ple, evidenced in later references to it. 
The Psalmist gives the reason for its 
destruction: 

“For they provoked him to anger with 
their high places, and moved him to 
jealousy with their graven images. When 
God heard this, he was wroth, and greatly 
abhorred Israel: So that he forsook the 
tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which he 
placed among men.” (Ps. 78: 58-59.) 


The sins of the people, and espe- 
cially of the priests employed in the 
Temple services, brought the curse of 
God upon this city and it became a 
desolation. Jeremiah pronounced de- 
struction for the Temple of Solomon, 
declaring that it would become as 
Shiloh, and later added that Jerusalem 
would become a curse to all the na- 
tions of the earth (Jer. 26: 6). Jerusa- 
lem was finally destroyed by Nebu- 
chadnezzar and the Temple burned, 
fulfilling the prophecy that it would 
become as Shiloh. Later Jerusalem 
became a curse to all nations in the 
fullest sense of the word after the cru- 
cifixion of Jesus Christ and the de- 
struction of the city by the armies of 
Rome in 70 A.D. 

Men assumed in Jeremiah’s time, 
and are assuming today that ritual 
and ceremony in religious services have 
magical powers like talismans to avert 
evil. In times of great apostasy in- 
creased emphasis invariably is placed 
on the observation of the ritual as the 
power of the Spirit declines. God has 
clearly demonstrated in His dealings 
with Israel that whether it be the 
Tabernacle at Shiloh, the Temple at 
Jerusalem or the church in modern 
Israel today, it is folly to expect the 
physical house and place where God 
has been reverenced to act as a guar- 
antee against punishment when the 
worshippers have in their hearts turned 
away from God. His temple and church 
cannot become the refuge of ungodly 
men, nor will He withhold judgment 
merely to perpetuate an organization 
or protect a building from destruction 
because it formerly was used as a place 
of righteousness. 


The Church Today 


Many times church membership is 
mistakenly thought to denote spiritual 
attainment when in fact it too fre- 
quently indicates merely that names 
have been added to the register of or- 
ganizations primarily devoted to social 
service. In denouncing the meaning- 
lessness of the services in the Temple 
at Jerusalem, Jeremiah could as well 
have been speaking of conditions in 
many modern church services, for 
God’s condemnation of the offerings 
and sacrifices in ancient Jerusalem also 
become a condemnation of the ritual 
and ceremony which in a large meas- 
ure have today taken the place of true 
worship. Organized Christianity, hold- 
ing secret and solemn assemblies, with 
all the accompanying pomp and cere- 
mony, emulating the courts of an 
earthly monarch, is more pagan than 
Christian. All this is condemned by 
Jesus who points out its relationship to 
the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes* (i.¢., 
lording it over the laity), which thing 
He says, “‘I hate.” It is a far cry from 
the simplicity of the early church and 
the simple services of worship and 
prayer. When ritual assumes preced- 
ence in religious services, the form 
soon becomes more sacred than the 
objectives of true worship, God and 
His Son, Jesus Christ. Men have estab- 
lished creeds to which they allocate 
more importance than the Scriptures 
themselves and surround their rituals 
with mystical and mysterious mean- 
ings without precedent for doing so in 
the Gospel as it is proclaimed by Jesus 
Christ and His disciples. Having as- 
sumed powers never granted any 
earthly organization, the self-appointed 
leaders of Christianity have resorted 
to a show and the appearance of holi- 
ness when the very ceremonies con- 
ducted by them proclaim the absence 
of the power of the Holy Spirit and a 
lack of true Godliness. 





*See “What Is the Nicolaitanes’ Doc- 
trine?” By Rev. J. H. Allen, Desrmy for 
June 1945. 
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The Queen of Heaven 


The people of Jerusalem had sub- 
stituted the worship of the Queen of 
Heaven for the worship of God and 
Jeremiah declared the children gath- 
ered wood and their fathers made the 
fires while the women made cakes to be 
presented to her. She was Astoreth, or 
Astarte, a goddess of the Phoenicians. 
Her worship was introduced into Israel 
at a very early period, and was often 
accompanied by immoral and lascivi- 
ous rites. Her sanctuaries were gener- 
ally shady groves where the votaries 
could practice their revelries without 
subjecting themselves to the public 
eye. Astarte represented the moon, as 
Baal did the sun, and her emblem was 
a crescent. Thus, cakes presented to 
her were made in the form of a 
crescent. 

In turning from God the people 
were sinning against themselves for the 
covenant of peace that God would 
have made with them could not be 
consummated. Referring to former 
days, God declared He had not com- 
manded their fathers, when He brought 
them out of Egypt, concerning burnt 
offerings, but He had commanded 
them to obey His voice. They were 
enjoined to walk in His ways and ob- 
serve His laws as He had commanded 
that it might be well with them. How- 
ever, the people refused to do so and 
in the stubbornness of their hearts 
elected to follow their own ways. He 
then sent His servants, the prophets, 
to them but they would not listen, 
doing worse than their ancestors. 


The Place of Burning 


God forewarned Jeremiah that 
though he thoroughly warned the peo- 
ple, they were not going to heed or 
obey, for: 


“This is a nation that obeyeth not the 
voice of the Lord their God, nor receiveth 
instruction for truth has perished.” 


Jerusalem was addressed as a woman 
and commanded to cut off her hair, 
a practice signifying deep mourning. 
In the very Temple where God’s name 
had once been held in reverence this 
generation had placed their abomina- 
tions. They had built the high place of 
Tophet in the valley of Hinnom where 
their sons and daughters were burned 
in the fire in the practices of idolatrous 
worship. 

Tophet in Aramaic means place of 
burning and is used to designate the 
fireplace where human beings were 


APRIL 1946 


sacrificed, a practice widespread in 
antiquity. This explains Isaiah’s refer- 
ence to this place: 

“For Tophet is ordained of old, yea, for 
the king it is prepared: he hath made it 
deep and large; the pile thereof is fire and 
much wood: the breath of the Lord, like a 
stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.” (Isa. 
30: 33.) 

Jeremiah declared that this place of 
idolatry would become “the valley of 
slaughter” as he prophetically viewed 
the coming destruction which would 
afflict the land of Judea. This place 
defiled by idols and polluted by the 
sacrifices of Baal and the fires of 
Molech became the place of abomina- 
tion, the symbol of the very gate or pit 
of hell. The righteous kings defiled it 
and threw down its altars and high 
places, pouring into it all the filth of 
the city till it became the “‘abhorrence” 
of Jerusalem. 

Jesus no doubt had this place of 
refuse and burning in mind when he 
referred to the location: 

“Where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched.” (Mark g;: 48.) 

Jeremiah predicted that in the com- 
ing invasion of Palestine by the Baby- 
lonians the bones of the dead, the 
kings of Judah, the princes, the priests 
and the prophets, as well as the in- 
habitants, would be brought out of 
their graves and scattered over the 
ground. It is a fact of history that the 
invading armies vented their rage upon 
the dead as well as the living. 


Empty Sepulchres 


A vast number of the old sepulchres 
of Jerusalem have been explored. They 
are chambers hewn in the solid rock; 
some large and richly sculptured; some 
constructed with every device that 
could secure concealment and undis- 
turbed repose for the ashes of the illus- 
trious dead. But almost without excep- 
tion they have-been found empty. The 
sacrilegious plunderer has visited them 
all, fulfilling the words of Jeremiah.* 

The prophet then declares: 

*“The stork in the heaven knoweth her 
appointed times; and the turtle, and the 
crane, and the swallow, observe the time 


of their coming: but my people know not 
the judgment of the Lord.” 


Birds of the air through instinct are 


* Some of these would also have been va- 
cated when, “‘And the graves were opened; 
and many bodies of the saints which slept 
arose, and came out of the graves after his 
resurrection, and went into the holy city, and 
appeared unto many.” (Matt. 27: 52-53.) 





able to make their annual pilgrimages 
and return but men, endowed with 
reason and possessing revelation, neg- 
lect instruction and refuse to return to 
God. Jeremiah asks, how is it possible 
for men under such conditions to call 
themselves wise? Speaking of the scribes 
and the educated who had rejected 
the word of the Lord, he asks: “‘What 
can their education do for them?” 


Light vs. Darkness 


This question is worthy of serious 
consideration today when so many are 
being educated in our public schools 
and colleges. Our theological semi- 
naries discount God’s Word and turn 
from its inspiration, our colleges teach 
the theories of evolution as fact while, 
with few exceptions, all our institutions 
of learning tend to educate young men 
and women away from the knowledge 
of the Bible. 

Jesus Christ seems to have had this 
situation in mind when he said: 

“The light of the body is the eye: if there- 
fore thine eye be single, thy whole body 
shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, 
thy whole body shall be full of darkness. 
If therefore the light that is in thee be 
darkness, how great is that darkness!” 

Ferrar Fenton translates this: 

“The eye is the lamp of the body; if 
therefore your eye is sound, your whole 
body will be illuminated. But if your eye is 
diseased, your whole body will be in dark- 
ness. Consequently, if your sight is defec- 
tive, all your body will be darkness.” 

In reading the above let us substi- 
tute knowledge and understanding for 
the word “eye.’? With the eye we see 
to select or reject. If in that process 
we select truth and reject error, then 
our mind and body will have light, but 
if we reverse the process, rejecting 
truth and selecting error, then our 
knowledge and understanding will be 
darkness as is so often the case con- 
cerning the things of the Spirit among 
many so-called educated persons to- 
day. Atheists and agnostics may be 
well educated, and may be learned 
men in so far as worldly wisdom is con- 
cerned; yet, because they reject God, 
be in profound darkness concerning 
truth. The wisest man who ever lived 
said: 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy 
is understanding.” (Prov. 9: 10.) 


Desire to Escape 


Jeremiah, recognizing the hopeless- 
ness of the conditions he faced, longed 
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to escape into the wilderness to find a 
lodging there so that he might live 
apart from the people. It was a natu- 
ral desire for his task of witnessing was 
hard and thankless. Many a man has 
longed to escape the responsibilities 
thrust upon him, especially when he 
must stand alone on the side of truth 
and face the pressure of multiplied 
opposition. 

The message in the gate of the Tem- 
ple was God’s last appeal to His people 
and Jeremiah knew it. Though the 
people stray from the way and political 
leadership departs from righteousness, 
if the spiritual leadership of a nation 
holds firmly to the truth, the cause for 
alarm is greatly mitigated. In Jere- 
miah’s day governmental and political 
leadership had completely failed. His 
present message to stir the consciences 
of the people and priests was a last 
court of appeal and also, in accord 
with God’s warning to the prophet, 
foredoomed to failure. The question is 
asked, ““Were they ashamed when they 
had committed abominations?” and 
the answer is returned, “Nay, they 
were not at all ashamed.” 

The people’s defense against coming 
judgment was ridiculous enough but 


made more so by the primary reasons 
they gave why the inevitable punish- 
ment that Jeremiah pronounced at the 
direction of the Lord would not come 
to pass. First, they contended that the 
Temple of the Lord was in their midst, 
guaranteeing that they were God’s 
people and immune from destruction 
and, secondly, they said, ““The law of 
the Lord is with us.” There is a dis- 
tinctly modern ring to their conten- 
tions for it cannot be denied that dur- 
ing World War II our nation as a 
whole never for a moment considered 
that we could be defeated. This as- 
sumption was not based on spiritual 
purity and righteousness but upon the 
belief that because we stand before the 
world as a nation of churches who pay 
respectful homage to religious things 
God would protect us. The successful 
ending of the war but confirmed our 
self-righteousness, leaving a feeling of 
security from future alarm. 

Our national failure to recognize 
God will require more than an out- 
ward show of righteousness and will 
bring suffering and trouble to us in the 
coming day of His wrath. In the failure 
to turn to God He will be compelled 
through trouble and tribulation to 


Soviet Protest 


refine us that we may serve Him in 
singleness of purpose. This method of 
compulsion is set forth by God in His 
answer to the prophet’s lamentation. 
He declares He will refine His people 
and purge the dross out from among 
them, and this can only be accom- 
plished through the fires of tribulation. 

In the midst of pronouncing judg- 
ment a message is addressed to those 
who among His people trust in the 
Lord: 


**Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise 
man glory in his wisdom, neither let the 
mighty man glory in his might, let not the 
rich man glory in his riches: But let him 
that glorieth glory in this, that he under- 
standeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
Lord which exercises lovingkindness, judg- 
ment and righteousness in the earth: for in 
these things I delight, saith the Lord.” 
(Jer. 9: 23-24.) 


Out from among every generation 
upon which judgment has come a 
remnant has escaped, for God will 
never forsake His covenant. When the 
people of His heritage stray from Him, 
He will, through tribulation and sor- 
row, compel them to return and will- 
ingly serve Him in righteousness. 





A THIEF caught in the act of stealing and loudly protest- 
ing public exposure as unfriendly would be no more absurd 
than the present Soviet attitude toward public exposure of 
their espionage acts committed against Canada and the 
United States. 

The present endeavor on the part of agents of the Soviet 
government to secure the secret of the atomic bomb is a 
confirmation of her desire for war, not peace. This secret 
is our property and, if we deem it for the best interests of 
mankind that it remain our exclusive possession, that is our 
right and privilege. 

One thing is certain, the more Russia manifests her true 
intentions through her actions, the more we are convinced 
that while she is under the present type of leadership it 
would be the height of folly for the peace of the world and 
the good of mankind to reveal to her the secrets of a weapon 
that can be used most effectively in aggression. 

A disquieting factor is the support given to the Soviets in 
their plans to secure our top military secrets by Americans 
in high places. For such men to consider that Russia has 
a right to steal from us because we do not feel disposed to 
reveal to her information she desires, is treasonable to this 
country. 

This is borne out in Joel’s description of the internal 
difficulties confronting God’s people as the result of enemy 
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activities. The following is quoted from 7oel’s Prophetic 
Message and Warning: * 

*‘Succinctly, Joel describes these conditions in Israel as a 
running to and fro of the enemy in the city (Joel 2: 9). Thus is 
pictured the power of propaganda within the stronghold of Israel. 
The prophet also states, ‘They shall run upon the walls’ (Joel 
2:9). The walls are a city’s means of defense. Here we behold 
the uselessness of Israel’s defense. The prophet likens the success 
of the subtle propaganda of the enemy to a thief entering a house 
through its windows. The statemen and ecclesiastical leaders of 
the nation have lent their influence to this program of nullifying 
Israel’s means of defense. . . . How truly Joel likens this in- 
sidious propaganda to a thief stealing our means of security. How 
scathing the Lord is, through all His prophets, in His denuncia- 
tion of the leaders who have failed to teach God’s laws of military 
defense and training. Attacked by the sword without, and by 
propaganda and civil strife from within, Israel finds herself in a 
desperate situation.” 

This was written sixteen years ago and events today 
prove how true was this appraisal of Joel’s message. Ameri- 
can collaborators with Russia are a menace and endanger 
our peace and safety. A house cleaning of the element in 
official positions has been long overdue and the longer we 
delay now the more serious will be the consequences. 

* “Toel’s Prophetic Message and Warning,” by Howard B. Rand. 
$1.00 postpaid. Destiny PusiisHers, Haverhill, Mass. 
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stincts of the human heart, and 

the most pronounced, is man’s de- 
sire to live. Poverty may lurk at his 
door, persecution may dog his steps, 
wearisome toil may burden his days 
and heartache make his nights long 
and restless —- even so— man wants 
to live. Some tomorrow will change 
the tide of events; for “hope springs 
eternal in the human breast.” 

The universal love of life finds rap- 
turous expression in Mana-Zucca’s 
musical setting of a lyric by Irwin M. 
Cassel. The following is a portion: 


Pistecs among the elemental in- 


“I love life — so I want to live 
and drink of life’s fullness, 
Take all it can give; 
I love life, 
Every moment must count 
To glory in its sunshine, 
And revel in its fount; 
I love life, 
I want to live, 
I love life.” 


Although man clings so tenaciously 
to life, he has never been able to 
thwart or escape the inevitability of 
death. Ever since the defection of 
Adam, humanity has been faced with 
death; and from the day of his trans- 
gression to the present hour, the most 
absorbing problem confronting his pos- 
terity is the question, “If a man die, 
shall he live again?” 

With few exceptions the centuries 
preceding Christ maintained complete 
silence on the question. The first re- 
corded break in the chain of death is in 
Genesis 5, where we read: “Adam lived 
.. . and died; Seth, Enos, Cainan, 
Mahalaleel, and Jared lived . . . and 
died.”” Then comes a terse and startling 
sentence that opens up a whole new 
realm of possibilities: ‘All the days of 
Enoch were three hundred sixty and 
five years: and Enoch walked with 
God: and he was not: for God took 
him.” After this amazing episode, the 
chapter continues as it began by listing 
other generations of men who lived and 
died. 
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Further light is given on the subject 
in Hebrews 11:5: “By faith Enoch 
was translated that he should not see 
death; and was not found, because 
God had translated him: for before his 
translation he had this testimony, that 
he pleased God.” From Ecclesiasticus 
44:16, we learn also that ‘“‘Enoch 
pleased the Lord, and was translated, 
being an example of repentance to all 
generations.” 

There are many things we would 
like to know about Enoch. While the 
record leaves some of our questions 
unanswered, the few pertinent facts 
which we do know concerning the 
patriarch’s character and destiny are 
sufficient to shed a broad beam of 
light down the vistas of the intervening 
millenniums. These facts are unequi- 
vocal evidence that the power of God 
never has been circumscribed by death. 
Surely that knowledge alone is enough 
to make a thinking man “‘follow on to 
know the Lord.” For in so doing he 
too may walk with God, learning as 
he goes the formula which dispels 
fear and puts a song of hope in the 
heart. 

Historic evidence broke the silence 
of death again in the days of Elijah 
and Elisha. Elijah was used by the 
Lord to release a widow’s son from 
death. Looking on the living child after 
the miracle, the woman exclaimed: 

“Now by this I know that thou art a 
man of God, and that the word of the Lord 
in thy mouth is truth.” (I Kings 17: 24.) 

There came a day when the great 
prophet’s mission was finished and the 
time of his departure was at hand. Let 
us read again the graphic account of 
his ascension in IT Kings 2: 9-13: 

“Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I 
shall do for thee, before I be taken away 
from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, 
let a double portion of thy spirit be upon 
me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard 
thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I 
am taken from thee, it shall be so unto 
thee; but if not, it shall not be so. And it 
came to pass as they still went on, and 


talked, that, behold, there appeared a 
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and 
parted them both asunder; and Elijah 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 

“And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My 
father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and 
the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no 
more: and he took hold of his own clothes, 
and rent them in two pieces.He took up 
also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, 
and went back, and stood by the bank of 
Jordan.” 


Elisha did not escape death as did 
his renowned predecessor; however, 
like Elijah, he was used by the Lord to 
perform a great miracle. In response to 
an urgent appeal from the “great 
woman” of Shunem, he raised her son 
from the dead. (II Kings 4: 8-37.) 

The long silence of death and its 
mysterious power over mankind were 
broken forever when Jesus went about 
His Father’s business in Judea, preach- 
ing, teaching, healing the sick and 
raising the dead. Though death will 
not be completely abolished until the 
Second Advent, it was His First Ad- 
vent that marked the beginning of its 
end. 

Many miracles of healing and res- 
toration took place during the brief 
span of our Lord’s ministry. Three 
times He raised the dead to life. The 
number of times He performed this 
supreme miracle is in itself important, 
because in biblical law any matter is 
established ‘“‘at the mouth of three 
witnesses.” Therefore, the raising of 
the widow’s son, the daughter of Jairus 
and Lazarus established before the 
courts of earth and heaven the power 
of Jesus over death and the grave. 
Their three living bodies bore witness 
which neither man nor demon could 
refute or destroy. 

Evidence bearing on the certainty 
of life after death comes also from the 
Mount of Transfiguration. The trans- 
cendent glory of the scene beggars 
description. Matthew, Mark and Luke 
give almost identical accounts of the 
awe-inspiring manifestation which has 
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been called ‘‘a picture of the future 
kingdom.” 


“After six days Jesus taketh Peter, James 
and John his brother, and bringeth them 
up into a high mountain apart. And was 
transfigured before them: and his face did 
shine as the sun, and his raiment was white 
as the light. And, behold, there appeared 
unto them Moses and Elias [Elijah] talking 
with him. . . . As they came down from 
the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, 
Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of 
man be risen again from the dead.” (Matt. 


17: 1-9.) 


Luke adds the following informa- 
tion which is not mentioned in Mat- 
thew and Mark: 


“There talked with him two men, which 
were Moses and Elias: who appeared in 
glory, and spake of his decease which he 
should accomplish at Jerusalem.” 


Dr. Scofield, in his Reference Bible, 
makes this interesting comment on the 
transfiguration: 


“The transfiguration scene contains, in 
miniature, all the elements of the future 
kingdom in manifestation: 1) The Lord, 
not in humiliation, but in glory; 2) Moses, 
glorified, representative of the redeemed 
who have passed through death into the 
kingdom; 3) Elijah, glorified, representa- 
tive of the redeemed who have entered the 
kingdom by translation.” 


In applying the transfiguration to 
the Kingdom, it seems that Dr. Sco- 
field missed an observation of still 
greater significance; namely, that the 
three apostles actually witnessed Moses, 
representing the Law, and Elijah, rep- 
resenting the Prophets, in conference 
with Christ, the triumphant King of 
the Kingdom. It is well in this con- 
nection to recall a statement made by 
Jesus to His disciples immediately after 
His resurrection: 


“These are the words which I spake 
unto you, while I was yet with you, that all 
things must be fulfilled, which were writ- 
ten in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, 
and in the psalms, concerning me. Then 
opened he their understanding, that they 
might understand the scriptures.” (Luke 


24: 44-45.) ' 


His brings us now to the resurrec- 

tion of Christ Himself, which, un- 
questionably, is the most stupendous 
and far-reaching event in the history 
of the world. It aroused the disciples 
from the apathy induced by His death 
on the cross. They went forth without 
further doubt or hesitation to proclaim 
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with great joy the meaning and power 
of His resurrection. 

The apostles declared that the resur- 
rection established the redemptive 
character of Christ’s death. His resur- 
rection demanded a new interpreta- 
tion of His death. As one scholar ex- 
plains it: 


“The resurrection showed the death to 
possess a Godward validity, affecting the 
Divine relations with mankind. It was the 
Divine response to the death, and the 
explanation to mankind of its meaning. 
The resurrection, says Horn in a striking 
phrase, is the ‘Amen’ of the Father to the 
‘It is finished’ of the Son.” 


Furthermore, the apostles regarded 
Christ’s resurrection as proof of His 
Messiahship. On the basis of the resur- 
rection, Peter makes the following 
statements: 


“Therefore let all the house of Israel 
know assuredly, that God hath made that 
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both 
Lord and Christ . . . the Prince of life, 
whom God hath raised from the dead; 
whereof we are witnesses. . . . Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved. 
. . . Him hath God exalted with his right 
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to 
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness 
of sins. . . . We are witnesses of all things 
which he did both in the land of the Jews, 
and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and 
hanged on a tree: him God raised up the 
third day, and showed him openly; not to 
all people, but unto witnesses chosen before 
of God, even to us, who did eat and drink 
with him after he rose from the dead. And 
he commanded us to preach unto the 
people, and to testify that it is he which 
was ordained of God to be the Judge of 
quick [living] and dead.” (Acts 2: 36; 
3: 153 4: 12; 5: 31; 10: 39-42.) 


Christ’s resurrection was considered 
by the apostles as evidence of his 
divinity. Paul begins his letter to the 
Romans with this thought: 


“Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called 
to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel 
of God, (which he had promised afore by 
his prophets in the holy scriptures), con- 
cerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
which was made of the seed of David 
according to the flesh; and declared to be 
the Son of God with power, according to 
the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection 
from the dead.” (Rom. 1: 1-4.) 


Pertaining to this point, we quote 
from “A Dictionary of Christ and the 
Gospels,” published by Charles Scrib- 


ner’s Sons: 


“‘Here the essence of the gospel, that is, 
of Christianity, is said to be concerning 
God’s Son. And the expression ‘God’s 
Son’ is, says Meyer, not by any means to 
be taken merely as a designation of Mes- 
siah; it is in St. Paul a Son who has pre- 
existed and proceeded out of the essence of 
the Father, like Him in substance. The 
gospel of God concerning His Son is con- 
cerned with Sonship in the highest of all 
senses. It designates neither adoption nor 
official place, but personal equality. God’s 
Son, then, is viewed by the Apostle in two 
aspects, which both represent constituent 
elements of His nature, according to the 
flesh and according to the spirit of holiness. 
The former describes His humanity, the 
latter His higher Self. Regarded in the 
former aspect, He was born of the dynasty 
of David; regarded in the latter, He was 
declared to be the Son of God.” (Vol. II, 


p. 512.) 


The resurrection of our Lord is the 
foundation of Apostolic Christianity. 
All the apostles declare this truth, but 
none saw it with more clarity or de- 
fended it with more fearlessness than 
Paul. Denial of Christ’s resurrection 
and its consequences to Christianity 
drew out his brilliant dialectic power 
in I Corinthians 15: 12-19: 


*“Now if Christ be preached that he rose 
from the dead, how say some among you 
that there is no resurrection from the dead? 
But if there be no resurrection of the dead, 
then is Christ not risen: and if Christ be 
not risen, then is our preaching vain, and 
your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are 
found false witnesses of God; because we 
have testified of God that he raised up 
Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be 
that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise 
not, then is not Christ raised: and if 
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye 
are yet in your sins. Then they also which 
are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If 
in this life only we have hope in Christ, we 
are of all men most miserable.” 


W. J. Sparrow Simpson makes the 
following profound comment on Paul’s 
argument in “A Dictionary of Christ 
and the Gospels”’: 


‘That St. Paul’s estimate of the place of 
Christ’s resurrection in Christianity is pro- 
foundly true seems proved, conversely, by 
the invariable results which follow upon its 
denial. Without belief in the resurrection 
there may easily exist a reverence for the 
moral sublimity of Christ’s character, and 
a glad recognition of the religious value of 
His prophetic instruction. But these are 
widely different from faith in Him as under- 
stood by St. Paul. All distinctively Chris- 
tian belief in Jesus has been founded on a 
knowledge of His resurrection. It is this 
which has characterized and determined 
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the nature of the faith which men have 
placed in Him. To their minds there has 
been a revelation which the Risen Christ 
has made, and which He could not have 
made otherwise then as having risen. 

**As a historic fact, it has been His resur- 
rection which has enabled men to believe 
in His official exaltation over humanity. 
It is not a mere question of the moral in- 
fluence of His character, example, and 
teaching. It is that their present surrender 
to Him as their Redeemer has been pro- 
moted by this belief, and could not be 
justified without it. Indeed, those who 
deny His resurrection consistently deny as 
a rule His Divinity and His redemptive 
work in any sense that St. Paul would have 
acknowledged. Pauline conceptions of 
Atonement are intimately bound up with 
Pauline conceptions of Easter Day. The 
former do not logically survive the re- 
jection of the latter. Thus it comes natu- 
rally to pass that denial of the resurrection 
issues ultimately in another religion, which, 
whatever may be said about it, is not 
Apostolic Christianity. The whole doc- 
trine of reconciliation through the Word’s 
assumption of the flesh, redemption by 
incarnation, moral death and rising again 
of the individual believer in and with 
Christ, are inseparable from Christ’s own 
resurrection.” (Vol. II, p. 514.) 


ROM this review of the resurrection 
Fin history, let us turn to a consid- 
eration of the resurrection in prophecy 
as related to man’s future state. It is a 
subject of intense interest to many 
individual believers in Christ, who are 
in a quandary as to the ultimate des- 
tiny of man; for, notwithstanding 
Christ’s empty grave and His bodily 
restoration, they still question the real- 
ity of a similar experience for them- 
selves. 

In the beloved fourteenth chapter of 
John’s Gospel, we find plans and 
promises which Jesus gave to His dis- 
ciples for their guidance and comfort. 
Among these precious promises, none 
has more bearing on the question of 
life after death than the statement, 
“Because I live, ye shall live also.” It is 
Jesus’ affirmation of life after death to 
all who commit themselves to Him in 
faith and obedience. All who “die in 
the Lord” will some day leave their 
graves empty and arise in bodily form 
as did Jesus Himself — and so shall 
they “ever be with the Lord.” This 
truth was demonstrated beyond all 
doubt by the remarkable incident re- 
corded in Matthew 27: 52-53: 


“And the graves were opened; and many 
bodies of the saints which slept arose, and 
came out of the graves after his resurrec- 
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tion, and went into the holy city, and ap- 
peared unto many.” 


Paul testifies to the same truth in 
almost every chapter of his Epistles. 
For example: 


“But I would not have you to be igno- 
rant, brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him.” (I Thess. 4: 13-14.) 

‘Now if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in 
you, the body is dead because of sin; but 
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus 
from the dead dwell in you, he that raised 
up Christ from the dead shall also quicken 
your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 
dwelleth in you.” (Rom. 8: 9-11.) 


Prophecies relating to a future resur- 
rection for mankind are far too numer- 
ous to quote. The Gospels, the Acts, 
the Epistles and the Revelation abound 
in them. They assure us that Jesus 
Christ conquered death, thereby bring- 
ing life and “the treasure of immor- 
tality” within reach of every one 
who truly desires God’s eternal bless- 
ings. Two outstanding Old Testament 
prophecies are in Ezekiel 37: 12-14, 
and Daniel 12: 2-3: 


*“Therefore prophesy and say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, O my 
people, I will open your graves, and cause 
you to come up out of your graves, and 
bring you into the land of Israel. And ye 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
have opened your graves, O my people, 
and brought you up out of your graves, 
and shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall 
live, and I shall place you in your own 
land: then shall ye know that I the Lord 
have spoken it, and performed it, saith the 
Lord.” 

“And many of them that sleepin the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to ever- 
lasting life, and some to shame and ever- 
lasting contempt. And they that be wise 
shall shine as the brightness of the firma- 
ment; and they that turn many to right- 
eousness as the stars forever and ever.” 


In addition to the established Canon 
of Scripture there are other prophetic 
and historical works of such impor- 
tance that in times past some of them 
were included in the sacred Canon, 
and others were so esteemed by early 
Christian leaders as to be commended 
to the churches for circulation and 
study. Whatever we may glean from 
these lesser known sources regarding 
any great doctrine of the Bible serves 


only to strengthen the tower of truth 
and make assurance doubly sure. 

The Old Testament Apocrypha 
comes in this class because its books 
are generally omitted from copies of 
the English Bible; however, they were 
all included in the Septuagint (Greek) 
version, which was the Bible of the 
early church. In the Septuagint the 
First Book of Esdras even takes preced- 
ence over the canonical Ezra. There- 
fore, the following extraordinary proph- 
ecies from Esdras will be of special 
interest: 


**The earth shall restore those that are 
asleep in her, and so shall the dust those 
that dwell in silence, and the secret places 
shall deliver those souls that were com- 
mitted unto them. And the most High 
shall appear upon the seat of judgment, 
and misery shall pass away, and the long 
suffering shall have an end: but judgment 
only shall remain, truth shall stand, and 
faith shall wax strong: and the work shall 
follow, and the reward shall be showed, 
and the good deeds shall be of force, and 
wicked deeds shall bear no rule.” (II 
Esdras 7: 32-35.) 

“I Esdras saw upon the mount Sion a 
great people, whom I could not number, 
and they all praised the Lord with songs. 
And in the midst of them there was a young 
man of a high stature, taller than all the 
rest, and upon every one of their heads he 
set crowns, and was more exalted; which I 
marvelled at greatly. So I asked the angel, 
and said, Sir, what are these? He answered 
and said unto me, These be they that have 
put off the mortal clothing, and put on the 
immortal, and have confessed the name of 
God: now are they crowned, and receive 
palms. Then said I unto the angel, What 
young person is it that crowneth them, and 
giveth them palms in their hands? So he 
answered and said unto me, It is the Son 
of God, whom they have confessed in the 
world. Then began I greatly to commend 
them that stood so stiffly for the name of 
the Lord. Then the angel said unto me, 
Go thy way, and tell my people what 
manner of things, and how great wonders 
of the Lord thy God, thou hast seen.” (II 
Esdras 2: 42-48.) 


Note particularly how the future 
resurrection of Christian believers is 
linked inseparably with the return and 
reign of Christ. Read it in Esdras, in 
the Old Testament prophets, in the 
Gospels, and in every New Testament 
book to the very end of Revelation. 
Read it in Paul’s first letter to the 
Corinthians: 


*“Now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
For since by man came death, by man 
came also the resurrection of the dead. For 
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as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive. But every man in his 
own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward 
they that are Christ’s at his coming. ‘Then 
cometh the end, when he shall have de- 
livered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father; when he shall have put down all 
rule and all authority and power. For he 
must reign, till he hath put all enemies 
under his feet. ‘The last enemy that shall be 
destroyed is death.” (I Cor. 15: 20-26.) 


There are many among the leaders 
and laity of Christian Churches who 
hope for some kind of life after death; 
at the same time, they stoutly deny a 
belief in the return of Christ to earth 
as King. Their hope seems vain, for 
there is no promise of a resurrection, 
even for the righteous dead, apart 
from the royal return of Christ to the 
very same earth which received Him 
first in His humility. In the First Ad- 
vent He came in meekness, “‘a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief’; 
in the Second Advent He is to come in 
triumph to rule the nations of the 
world from the ancient throne of Da- 
vid. Most churches today proclaim the 
former advent and reject the latter. 
This shameful repudiation of Christ’s 
reappearing and reign is producing 
the greatest confusion and suffering in 
the history of mankind. Blinded by un- 
belief which stubbornly refuses to in- 
vestigate plain Biblical truths, leaders 
of church and state in Anglo-Saxon- 
dom have no solution to the colossal 
problems crowding in upon them. 
They jump ill-advisedly from one 
quagmire to another, bogging the peo- 
ples of all nations ever deeper and 
rhore hopelessly in bewilderment, des- 
titution and destruction. 

Peter mentions the scoffers who shall 
come in the last days, saying, 


“Where is the promise of his coming? 
for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginninz 
of the creation.” 


One of the most effective answers 
ever made to that doubt is found in an 
Epistle by Clement. Before quoting, 
however, let us find out something 
about the author. 

Clement I, generally known as 
Clement of Rome, was one of the 
Apostolic Fathers. He was a disciple of 
Peter, and afterward became Bishop of 
Rome. He was a bishop in the church 
at Rome which was founded by the 
apostles, and has no connection with 
the Roman Church as we know it 
today. His two Epistles are included in 
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one of the ancient collections of Canon 
Scripture, namely, the famous Alexan- 
drian MS. of the Septuagint and the 
New Testament. Sir Frederic Kenyon 


says, 


“The Epistles of Clement, which are 
very valuable for the history of the early 
Church, the first having been written about 
the end of the first century and the other 
before the middle of the second, were until 
quite recently not known to exist in any 
other manuscript.” 


They were highly esteemed and 
publicly read in assemblies of the 
early Christian churches. We now 
quote I Clement 11: 11-20: 


**Let that be far from us which is written, 
Miserable are the double-minded, and 
those who are doubtful in their hearts. Who 
say these things have we heard, and our 
fathers have told us these things. But be- 
hold we are grown old, and none of them 
has happened to us. O ye fools! consider 
the trees: take the vine for an example. 
First it sheds its leaves; then it buds; after 
that it spreads its leaves; then it flowers; 
then come the sour grapes; and after them 
follows the ripe fruit. Ye see how in a little 
time the fruit of the tree comes to maturity. 
Of a truth, yet a little while and his will 
shall suddenly be accomplished. The Holy 
Scripture itself bearing witness, That He 
shall quickly come and not tarry, and that 
the Lord shall suddenly come to His 
temple, even the holy ones whom ye look 
for. Let us consider, beloved, how the Lord 
does continually show us, that there shall 
be a future resurrection; of which He has 
made our Lord Jesus the first fruits, raising 
Him from the dead. Let us contemplate, 
beloved, the resurrection that is continually 
made before our eyes. Day and night mani- 
fests a resurrection to us. The night lies 
down, and the day arises: again the day 
departs, and the night comes on. Let us be- 
lold the fruits of the earth. Every one 
sees how the seed is sown. The sower goes 
forth, and casts it upon the earth; and the 
seed which when it was sown fell upon the 
earth dry and naked, in time dissolves. 
And from the dissolution, the great power 
of the providence of the Lord raises it 
again; and of one seed many arise, and 
bring forth fruit.” (““The Lost Books of the 
Bible,” pub. by Alpha House, Inc. Trans- 
lation by Archbishop Wake.) 


A most scathing denunciation of 
doubters and perverters of the Word 
is contained in Polycarp’s Epistle to 
the Philippians. Polycarp, who lived 
about 69-155, was Bishop of Smyrna 
and one of the Apostolic Fathers. 
Irenaeus expressly mentions and com- 
mends this “very adequate” letter of 
Polycarp to the Philippians; Eusebius 
quotes extracts from the Epistle; and 


Jerome testifies that in his time it was 
publicly read in the Asiatic churches, 
Furthermore Irenaeus tells us that in 
early life Polycarp “had been taught 
by apostles and lived in familiar inter- 
course with many that had seen 
Christ.” Polycarp says: 


- “He that raised up Christ from the dead, 
shall also raise up us in like manner, if we 
do his will and walk according to his com- 
mandments; and love those things which 
he loved. . . . For whosoever does not 
confess that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh, he is Anti-Christ: and whosoever 
does not confess his suffering on the cross, 
is from the devil. And whosoever perverts 
the oracles of the Lord to his own lusts, 
and says that there shall neither be any 
resurrection, nor judgment, he is the first- 
born of Satan.” (1: 8 and 3: 1-2.) 


At the present time unprecedented 
perversion of the Scripture is directly 
responsible for large numbers of nomi- 
nal Christians turning to astrology, 
spiritualism and kindred occult prac- 
tices for information regarding life 
after death. When we need more 
knowledge on that subject than is 
found in Biblical teachings, God will 
give it through reliable channels. It 
will not be found in spiritism and 
other cults which profess to know so 
much about the activities of the in- 
visible realm. Unless one wants to be- 
come lost in the darkness of evil 
doctrines, he had better keep himself 
unspotted from contact with any ma- 
terialization of spirits, or “‘messages”’ 
from “‘ascended masters.”’ Jesus warned 
us, “‘Neither be ye called masters: for 
one is your Master, even Christ.” 
(Matt. 23: 10.) 

Reincarnationists and other practi- 
tioners of fraudulent spirit manifesta- 
tions “are the spirits of devils working 
miracles.”” Paul prophesied that the 
activities of these deceivers would in- 
crease and ensnare many toward the 
closing of the present age: 


“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, 
that in the latter times some shall depart 
from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits, and doctrines of devils.” (I Tim. 


4: 1.) 


Ignatius was one of the Apostolic 
Fathers and Bishop of Antioch. The 
Encyclopedia Britannica says of him: 


*‘No one connected with the history of 
the early Christian Church is more famous 
than Ignatius, and yet among the leading 
churchmen of the time there is scarcely 
one about whose career we know so little. 
Our only trustworthy information is de- 
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rived from the letters which he wrote to 
various churches on his last journey from 
Antioch to Rome, and from the short 
epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians.” 

The historian Eusebius mentions 
that Ignatius “was the second suc- 
cessor of Peter in the bishopric of 
Antioch.” Ignatius summarizes the 
whole matter for us with eloquence 
and finality in the second chapter of 
his Epistle to the Trallians: 


“I exhort you therefore, or rather not I, 
but the love of Jesus Christ; that ye use 
none but Christian nourishment; abstain- 
ing from pasture which is of another kind, I 
mean heresy. For they that are heretics, 


confound together the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ, with their own poison: whilst they 
seem worthy of belief: as men give a 
deadly potion mixed with sweet wine; 
which he who drinks of, does with the 
treacherous pleasure sweetly drink his own 
death. . . . Stop your ears therefore, as 
often as any one shall speak contrary to 
Jesus Christ; who was of the race of David, 
of the virgin Mary. Who was truly born 
and did eat and drink; was truly perse- 
cuted under Pontius Pilate; was truly 
crucified and dead; both those in heaven 
and on earth, being spectators of it. Who 
was also truly raised from the dead by his 
Father, after the same manner as he will 
also raise up us who believe in him by 
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Christ Jesus; without whom we have no 
true life.” 

It is a significant fact that New 
Testament teachings about our Lord’s 
resurrection, and the quoted passages 
from Clement, Polycarp and Ignatius, 
are both historic and prophetic: his- 
toric in so far as the resurrection of 
Christ is concerned, and prophetic 
concerning the destiny of Christian be- 
lievers. Therefore, in the light of his- 
tory and prophecy, let us strive to 
know Christ and the power of His 
resurrection, that we too may attain 
unto the resurrection of the dead, and 
“taste the knowledge of immortality.” 





THE DICTIONARY defines reincarnation as “a belief that 
the souls of the dead successively return to earth in new 
forms, or bodies; hence, a rebirth of a soul in a new, es- 
pecially a human, body.” Those who accept this doctrine 
believe that they existed in the past as men and women of 
a former time and will return to earth again after death 
reincarnated in the body of a new born child. 

Such a doctrine is of heathen origin, not Christian, nor 
true to the pronunciations of Scripture. When Job ex- 
claimed that his Redeemer lived and that He would stand 
in the latter days upon earth, he went on to say that 
though he died and the processes of decay consumed his 
body, yet he would live again and see his Redeemer with 
his own eyes (Job 19: 25-26). Thus Job recognized that 
his hope was in the resurrection. 

Daniel, after inquiring about the meaning of the visions 
he had been shown, was told to go his way and rest in death 
with the promise that in the end of time he would stand zn 
his own place (Dan. 12: 13). This is not reincarnation in the 
body of someone else but it is resurrection according to the 
promise given and the assurance that many that sleep in 
the dust of the earth shall awake (Dan. 12: 2). 

The case of John the Baptist is often cited by those who 
would substantiate their position and belief in reincarna- 
tion. When, however, all the factors surrounding the life of 
John, and of Elijah and Elisha, are duly considered, it dis- 
proves rather than proves the doctrine. 

Zacharias, the father of John, was told by the Angel of 
the Lord that the son his wife would bear would go forth 
in the spirit and power of Elijah. Later, Jesus said to His 
disciples, who asked regarding the coming of Elijah: 

“Elias [Elijah] truly shall first come and restore all things. 
But I say unto you, That Elias is come already . . . Then the 


APRIL 1946 


disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist. 
(Matt. 17: 11-13.) 

Turning to the account of Elijah’s ascension, the record 
shows that Elisha accompanied Elijah as he crossed the 
Jordan and Elisha, in reply to Elijah’s request concerning 
what he might do for him, said: 

“I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.” 
(II Kings 2: 9.) 

When Elisha returned, possessed of the spirit and power 
of Elijah, he was still Elisha, not Elijah, for both men lived 
at the same time and Elisha witnessed the ascension of 
Elijah. In this same sense, and in no other, John the Bap- 
tist went forth to preach in the spirit and power of Elijah 
though he, himself, was a personality apart from Elijah, as 
was Elisha. 

After all, the hope of the Christian is not in debased 
doctrines stemming from heathen religions, as set forth in 
the teachings of reincarnation, but rather in the hope of the 
resurrection through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Until the 
realization of our hope, we must say with Job of those who 
have died: 


“As a cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that goeth 
down to the grave shall come up no more. He shall return no 
more to his house, neither shall his place know him any more.” 
( Job 7: 9-10.) 

We can rejoice, however, in Christ who, according to 
Paul, is the firstfruits of them who sleep (I Cor. 15: 20). 
The testimony of the array of witnesses, which includes 
Jesus Christ and all the prophets before Him, establishes 
the truth and certainty of the Scriptural doctrine of eternal 
life, not by reincarnation, but by resurrection, the way hav- 
ing been provided by our Risen Lord. 
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The Story of Ireland 


By PROFESSOR C. A. L. TOTTEN 


Europe, when first invaded by 

the Romans, were all civilized. 
Their condition was much higher than 
history, directed by Roman influence, 
is accustomed to admit. It would be un- 
warranted and improbable assumption 
to suppose they had, at that time, the 
highest condition of civilization they 
had ever known. They must have de- 
clined with that decline of Phoenician 
power and commercial enterprise which 
interrupted their communications with 
the East. But they still had intelligence, 
wealth and importance. 

We can see that their skill in many 
of the arts of civilized life was nowise 
inferior to that of the Romans them- 
selves. They had a literature which, in 
some countries, was abundant and 
important, although the Romans give 
us no account of it. If Roman scholars 
had carefully studied the Keltic lan- 
guage, literature and antiquities, and 
faithfully recorded the result of such 
studies, we should not now begin our 
histories of Great Britain with the in- 
vasion of Caesar; nor would the most 
presuming historical skepticism fail to 
treat the ancient history of that part of 
Europe with some respect. 

In the time of Julius Caesar, Turde- 
tania and Ireland appear to have had 
the most advanced condition of the 
Keltic civilization. Turdetania, like 
most of the Keltic countries in Spain 
and elsewhere on the Continent, be- 
came entirely Romanized. The Turde- 
tani forgot their language, lost their 
literature, changed their manners, and 
were so entirely transformed by the 
conquerors that Strabo said of them: 
“They have for the most part become 
Latins.” The Romans did not go to 
Ireland, although, in their time, its 
commerce, wealth and culture made 
it the most important of the Keltic 
countries. On this point Tacitus says, 
in his life of Agricola: Melius (Hibernae 
quam Britanniae) aditue portusque per com- 
mercia et negociatores cegniti;” that is to 
say, “the ports of Ireland are better 
known through commerce, and more 
frequented by merchants, than those 
of Britain.” 


Te KELTIC COUNTRIES of Western 
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Part II 


Ireland escaped the destructive in- 
fluence of a Roman invasion, outlived 
the Roman Empire, and maintained 
its independence until the time of 
Henry II of England — more than 
1,200 years after the invasion of Britain 
by Julius Caesar, and about 750 years 
after the Romans retired from that 
country. 

It is not generally known that Ire- 
land was literally sold, under a quasi 
assumption of ownership, by the Pope 
to Henry II, for an extension of the 
right to collect ““Peterpence”’ therein. 
The custom was instituted by Ina, 
720 A.D., to collect funds for an English 
college at Rome, and was collected on 
Peter mass, one penny each from every 
family possessed of thirty pence annual 
land rent. It was paid by Offa, 790 
A.D., by Etherfolf, 835 a.p., and was 
subsequently claimed by the Popes asa 
tribute from England and regularly 
collected till discontinued by Edward 
ITI, 1365 A.p., and finally prohibited 
by Act 25, Henry VIII, 1534 a.p. It 
was forbidden in France in 1860 — 
but its extension over Ireland in the 
time of Henry II was at least the origin 
of Ireland’s loss of political independ- 
ence. 

Consequently Ireland retained its 
Keltic institutions, laws and literature 
for more than 1,200 years after all the 
other Keltic countries had been subju- 
gated and transformed. There was but 
little internal change in Ireland for a 
long time after the princes of that 
country, with their king, submitted to 
the sway of Henry II. The old Irish 
language has not yet wholly disap- 
peared from the country, and it is not 
very long since it was the prevalent 
speech in all the provinces. This ex- 
plains why the Keltic antiquities and 
ancient writings have appeared to be 
so much more abundant in Ireland 
than elsewhere, and why Toland was 
able to say, with so much truth: 


“There remain [in Ireland] very many 
ancient manuscripts undoubtedly genu- 
ine, having incomparably more ancient 
materials of that kind for their history, to 
which even their mythology is not un- 
serviceable, than either the English or the 


French, or any other European nation 
with whose manuscripts I have any ac- 
quaintance.” 


In Gaul and Spain the destruction 
was nearly complete 1,800 years ago. 
In Britain, which was not wholly 
transformed by the Roman occupa- 
tion, no remaining literary monuments 
of any importance escaped the influ- 
ence of the fierce and successful Anglo- 
Saxon invasion. Gildas, who wrote in 
the sixth century, stated that the old 
Keltic histories of Britain no longer 
existed in his time, all the ancient 
books having been destroyed by the 
ravages of war, or taken to foreign 
countries and lost by self-exiled or 
banished natives of the island. 

The Welsh books are comparatively 
modern, and of no great account so 
far as relates to British antiquity; but 
the Irish books show us, to some ex- 
tent, the history, institutions and cul- 
ture of that country in very ancient 
times; and we can see in them the 
truth of Toland’s statement: 


‘The most valuable pieces [of the Irish], 
both in prose and verse, were written by 
their heathen ancestors, whereof some, 
indeed, have been interpolated since the 
introduction of Christianity; which addi- 
tions or alterations, nevertheless, are easily 
detected.” (So writes Professor Baldwin.) 


Nevertheless, we need only to refer 
to the Welsh “Triads,” and indeed the 
Welsh language itself, to discover its 
undoubted Hebrew origin. Taliesin, 
the famous Welsh bard, declares that 
his source of information was Hebraic, 
and that “In Hebrew have I sung,” 
and we could cite as much from him 
as from Vallancey in these premises. 

But to continue, Professor Baldwin 
goes on to state: 

“If we had nothing more than that im- 
portant collection of laws known as the 
Senchus-Mor or Brehon laws, there would 
be enough to show the antiquity of the old 
Irish civilization and literature.” 


This collection is much older than 
the Christian era, yet it must have been 
the growth of many previous ages of 
civilized life — even from the day of 
Jeremiah and before. 
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The language in which it was writ- 
ten seems to have become a dead lan- 
guage in the fifth century A.D., when 
it was revised, “purged of heathen- 
ism,” and rendered into the current 
Irish of that age, under the superin- 
tendence of Bishop Patricius, usually 
called St. Patrick, although the true 
St. Patrick lived more than three cen- 
turies earlier (432 A.D. minus 300 
equals 132 A.D.). It is not certain that 
the latter Patricius had anything to do 
with this revision of the Brehon laws, 
or that he stayed long in Ireland. He 
did not change the Irish church, which 
was three centuries older than his 
time. Some antiquarians doubt his 
existence; but he was probably the 
same Patricius who was afterwards 
Bishop of Auvergne. 

This expurgating Patricius, or some 
other fanatic, did more; he collected 
and committed to the flames a vast 
number of the ancient books, desiring, 
with barbarous fanaticism, to wipe out 
and hide from remembrance every- 
thing that related to the Druidical 
learning and religion. The language of 
this revision of the Senchus-Mor was 
itself antiquated and dead in the time 
of Henry II, but the work was studied 
and used long after that time. It has 
lately been translated into English. 
So there were two Patricks, and the 
latter one seems to have confused the 
records of Erin’s antiquity (as much as 
the early one cursed its Druidism), 
and yet to have gotten most of our 
current honor! Verily we need to look 
up the records! 

The Irish historical books have pre- 
served a regular list of the kings of 
Ireland from the earliest times, admits 
Professor Baldwin, with brief annals of 
each reign; 136 kings previous to the 
arrival of Bishop Patricius in the year 
432 A.D. are enumerated, all royally 
descended except one, who “‘was a 
plebeian called Carbry Caithean.” 
Brief annals, kept regularly from year 
to year, seem to have been very abun- 
dant in the olden times, for every local 
prince, as well as the kings, had his 
Ollamh (Hebrew for prophet) to write 
such records. Keating says, in his his- 
tory of Ireland: 

“It is evident that in former times there 
were constantly more than 200 principal 
annalists and historians in the kingdom, 
who had handsome revenues. Every noble- 
man of any quality retained a number of 
these learned men.” 


The old annals, reproduced and 
continued from age to age by these 
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men were used by writers of more ex- 
tensive histories; but in the year 1630 
A.D. they had suffered greatly by the 
waste of time. In that year Ferall 
O’Gara took measures to secure a 
careful compilation of such as then re- 
mained. The work was done by four 
Irish monks. This compilation, known 
as ‘‘Annals of the Kingdom of Ireland, 
by the Four Masters,”’ has been printed 
in seven quarto volumes, with the 
Irish text on one page and an English 
translation opposite. 

All the histories of Ireland (and 
Lavoisine; Anderson’s “Royal Gene- 
alogies,” etc.) give substantially the 
same account of the early times, and 
of the kings who reigned previous to 
the Christian era. The greatest event 
described in Irish ancient history is the 
conquest of the island by “the sons of 
Milidh,”’ or Milesius, who came from 
Spain with a large fleet and a strong 
army. According to the chronology of 
the “Four Masters,” this took place 
about the year 1700 B.c.; but more 
probable accounts fix the date nearly 
four centuries later. 

These Milesians had been preceded 
by other successful invaders. The earli- 
est company of invading immigrants 
are described as “‘Parthalon’s people,” 
who found in the island a people called 
Fomhoraicc, Fom/’oraig Afraic, and 
Formoragh, rendered into English as 
Fomorians. These Fomorians are some- 
times described as ‘“‘natives,’? and 
sometimes it is said that they came in 
ships to fight Parthalon’s people and 
subsequent invaders. The uniform rep- 
resentation is that they came originally 
from Africa. It may be supposed that 
they represent the first communities 
established or civilized in Ireland by 
immigrants from the Phoenician or 
Cushite settlements in Africa or Spain. 
They treated Parthalon’s people with 
invincible hostility. After about thirty 
years, Parthalon died of a wound re- 
ceived in battle with them, and his 
colony became extinct. 

The next invading immigrants were 
led by Neimhidh, who captured a 
stronghold of the Fomorians; but after 
a short time the fortress was retaken 
by Morc, the Fomorian leader, who 
had “‘a fleet of sixty ships and a strong 
army.” This defeat was so overwhelm- 
ing to Neimhidh that most of his peo- 
ple fled from the island to Britain. A 
long period elapsed — about 400 years 
some of the accounts say — before 
there was another invasion. Then came 
the Fir-Bolgs, a strong people divided 


into three tribes, called Fir-Bolgs from 
the name of the principal tribe. They 
conquered the whole island, and di- 
vided it into five provinces; a division, 
say the Irish writers, that has never 
been seriously disturbed, except that 
what is now Munster was then divided 
into two provinces. But the stormy 
and battle-shaken rule of the Fir-Bolgs 
lasted only thirty-seven years, during 
which time they had no less than nine 
kings, who appear in the lists as the 
first nine kings of Ireland. 

They were displaced by the Tuatha 
de Danaans, a people evidently more 
advanced in civilization than any of 
the previous invaders, who came with 
a powerful army, and overthrew the 
Fir-Bolgs in a great battle which is 
famous in Irish annals. Nuadha, king 
of the Tuatha-de-Danaans, lost his 
hand in this battle, and “‘Creidne, the 
artificer, put a silver hand upon him.” 
All accounts agree in saying the rule 
of the Tuatha-de-Danaans lasted 197 
years, and that they also had nine 
kings, of whom the last three reigned 
jointly. Their dominion was over- 
thrown by the sons of Milidh of 
Milesius. 

It can be seen in all these narratives 
that, in the earliest times to which the 
records relate, Africa, Spain, and other 
countries had commercial intercourse 
with Ireland. The great provocation 
that led the people of Spain, frequently 
called Milesians in the annals, to in- 
vade the island, was received during a 
friendly visit of some of their people to 
the Tuatha-de-Danaans. They con- 
quered the whole island and held it 
until Ireland ceased to be an inde- 
pendent kingdom. Their language and 
culture were made predominant, being 
gradually adopted by all the races and 
peoples in the island. 

Professor Baldwin says: 


“These Milesians were Kelts; but some 
of the earlier invasions must have taken 
place previous to that Arvan immigration 
into Western Europe, which, by absorbing 
the civilized Finnish and Cushite peoples 
found there, in Spain, Gaul and the British 
islands, created the Ke'tic race. Perhaps 
the Milesians were the first Kelts that 
appeared in Ireland.” 


Hardly, for like them the Tuatha- 
de-Danaans were pure Hebrews, the 
former direct, the latter via Phoenicia, 
Carthage, and Spain to Ireland. 

It is not creditable to English schol- 
arship that those who represent it have 
given no more attention to the old 
language and literature of Ireland, but 
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the explanation is not difficult. We 
find it in that invincible scorn and dis- 
dain of the English for everything Irish 
by which the relation between the two 
countries has been made so unprofit- 
able to both, and so injurious to Ire- 
land in all respects. Without friendly 
and careful investigation, it has been 
rudely assumed that the Irish language 
and literature were not worth attention; 
therefore, they have been neglected. 

It is to be lamented that this impor- 
tant field was not worked carefully 
two or three centuries ago, when the 
old manuscripts were more abundant 
and the language was in general use 
among the Irish — for much has been 
lost. Without accepting either the dates, 
the glosses, or the ethnical speculations 
of the later Irish writers, we must ad- 
mit that the general outline and main 
facts of Irish history furnished by the 
old records of the country cannot rea- 
sonably be discredited nor shown to 
be improbable. On the contrary, they 
are in harmony with what we know, or 
may reasonably presume, concerning 
Western Europe in prehistoric times. 
The monuments of the Age of Bronze, 
as well as what we know of the an- 
tiquity and the colonizing enterprise 
of the Arabian Cushites, make this 
Irish claim to antiquity probable, and 
forbid us to treat it with such contempt 
as has been so largely bestowed upon 
it. This is a case where contemptuous 
skepticism dishonors those only who 
indulge it. Thus it is seen that all who 
are drawn and devote their study to 
Ireland are led to the Orient, but not 
knowing the true descent, fail to reach 
Gael-lee (Galilee) as the true source 
of the Gaelic people! 


“We know very well, without reading 
the Irish annals, that Ireland was an inde- 
pendent nation, having its own kings, in- 
stitutions and civilization more than 2,000 
years ago [yes, 2,520 and more years ago!], 
and that it remained so until its princes, 
moved by papal influence, submitted to 
the English [in the days of Henry IT].” 


Ireland was an independent mon- 
archy in the time of the Romans. 
Ptolemy described its cities; Tacitus 
mentioned its importance; and it is 
prominently mentioned by writers of 
earlier ages. 

We cannot reasonably discredit that 
portion of the Irish annals which re- 
lates to the ages since the Romans be- 
gan their subjugation of the Keltic 
countries; nothing but the intolerance 
of contemptuous prejudice is capable 
of doing this. So, it is more than un- 
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reasonable to reject the Irish claim to 
antiquity and treat with disdain the 
older annals of the country. . 

The Irish people seem to have 
reached the highest condition of their 
civilization and culture in the time of 
the great sovereign known in their 
annals as Ollamh Fodhla, who reigned 
long before the Christian era (562 B.c.); 
but they were eminent for culture in 
times as late as the Norman conquest 
of England (1066 a.p.). No one fa- 
miliar with what is recorded of the 
history of England, between the time 
of Hengist and that of William the 
Conqueror, has failed to observe that 
Ireland, at that time, was the most 
enlightened country of Western Eu- 
rope. It had the best scholars and the 
most advanced condition of learning. 
Mosheim says in his Ecclesiastical 
History: 

‘The philosophy and logic taught in the 
European schools in the ninth century 
scarcely deserved such honorable titles, 
and were little better than empty jargon. 
There were, however, to be found in vari- 
ous places, particularly among the Irish, 
men of acute parts and extensive knowl- 
edge, who were well entitled to be called 
philosophers.” 


Among the learned Irishmen of that 
age was the celebrated Scotus. Gildas, 
according to his biographer, went to 
Ireland for education, and studied in 
its schools “the highest forms of phi- 
losophy and literature;’’ and Camden 
tells us that “the Saxons, from all 
places, flocked to Ireland as the em- 
porium of letters.” If the Normans had 
failed to conquer England, the lan- 
guage and culture of the English race 
would now be different, and we should 
have been taught greater respect for 
the language, antiquities, history, and 
old literature of the Irish race. 

As if this were so, we shall now revert 
to the origin of the Gaels, and in a 
different strain attempt to show forth 
the true philosophy now well estab- 
lished, and soon destined to be of a 
renown equivalent to the fame of its 
founder, Jeremiah. In the meantime 
we suggest that those who have fol- 
lowed us in these data collected in 
Irish bibliography go to their Bibles, 
too, and try to find out what became 
of that famous prophet; where he 
built, and planted; and where he died 
a natural death, and was buried. There 
is indeed a “‘mystery”’ in ““Eron.’’ Who 
sealed it in the Mergech at Tara? 

A slight study of the map will show 
that Tara is now a somewhat out-of- 


the-way-place, about twenty-five miles 
northwest of Dublin. It is some five 
miles from the Kilmerian station on the 
Dublin and Meath railroad. 

In 565 a.D., St. Quadham, along 
with a posse of bishops and chiefs from 
the south of Ireland, cursed the city 
of Tara, so that neither king nor queen 
might ever rule there again. They 
forced the government, monarchy and 
people to abandon the place. From 
that day Tara has been deserted, has 
crumbled with ruins, and whatever 
treasures it possesses remain to this 
day buried, awaiting exploration and 
resurrection. 

The hill of Tara, although of no 
great height, stands in a commanding 
position, being situated in an undulat- 
ing country, to all appearances of great 
fertility. The hill of Skreen, some two 
miles to the east, is the next most 
prominent object in the district. From 
the top of Tara’s hill the country can 
be seen for many miles around, owing 
to the prominent position of the hill, 
which is on all sides surrounded by 
gentle slopes interspersed with woods; 
while looking backward upon Tara 
from this surrounding neighborhood, 
the whole locality looks like a plain, 
so gentle are the undulations. But this 
ancient site of Ireland’s famous capital 
is now of interest only because of its 
associations, and because of the possi- 
bilities which surround the explora- 
tion of its ruins. The main hill or pla- 
teau is covered with mounds, between 
the two larger of which, or Cathair 
Crofin (i.e., near the Forradh), the 
Mergech mausoleum, or Tomb of Tea 
Tephi is supposed to lie. 

Let us select, then, a few notes from 
the vast array of chronicles and legends 
at our hand, in order to establish be- 
yond peradventure the dignity of this 
investigation and demonstrate that 
Jeremiah and Ollam Fola have similar 
tastes and were continuously contem- 
poraneous enough to be identical. 


“Ollam Fola is celebrated in ancient 
history as a sage and legislator, eminent for 
learning, wisdom and excellent institutions, 
and his historic fame has been recognized 
by placing his medallion in basso relievo, 
with those of Moses and other great legis- 
lators in the interior of the dome of the 
Four Courts of Dublin.” (O’Connor’s An- 
nals of Four Masters, p. 297, notes.) 

“The ancient Records and Chronicles 
of the Kingdom were ordered to be written 
and carefully preserved at Tara by Ollam 
Fola and there formed the basis of the 
Ancient History of Ireland, called the 
Psalter of Tara. (Jbid., p. 297, note.) 
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“Amongst the most celebrated kings of 
Ulster, who also reigned as monarchs of 
Ireland, was Ollamh Fodhla, or Ollam 
Fola, the famous legislator, whose reign is 
placed by Tryisrrach O’Flaherty and others 
about seven centuries before the Christian 
era. He founded the conventions of Tara.” 
(Ibid., 412.) 

“At Tara also was the Mur-Ollah-ham, 
or the House of the Learned, in which 
resided the bards, brehons, and other 
learned men. (Annals of the Four Masters, 
p. 293.) 

“When this book was printed the as- 
sumption was that the great potentate — 
Eochaid-Ollam Fola Heremon Ardri, was 
not one person, but two individuals, a king 
and his minister. That Eochaid Heremon 
Ardri was the king; that Ollam Fola was 
neither a king nor an Irishman, but that 
he was a foreigner, a Hebrew and a 
prophet; i.e., a Hebrew prophet. It is very 
satisfactory to find now that condition of 
things which was asserted to be necessary. 
For the identification of Ollam Fola with 
the great prophet to the nations of the 
Hebrew Scriptures has been most com- 
pletely shown to be the real state of the 
case, upon the unexceptional authority of 
the learned edition of Lynch’s ““Cambrien- 
sis Eversus.”” 


Dr. Kelly, professor of history of the 
Royal College of Maynooth, informs 
us touching the disputed dates used in 
connection with this illustrious indi- 
vidual, Ollam Fola — that the time of 


his existence, had by the balance of | 


deduction of the most learned and dis- 
passionate of their scholars been reluc- 
tantly admitted to be brought as near 
to the time of the Prophet Jeremiah, 
without mention of his name, nor any 
thought of the existence of the individ- 
ual, as if they had been working to 
bring out the result. 

King Cimboath, dynast of Ulster — 
the certainty of whose epoch all seem 
to accept and declare for as one who 
had had a remarkable death — died 
at Emania, the place of the Ulster 
kings, B.c. 353. Added to this, we are 
satisfactorily informed that the period 
of Ollam Fola, according to Fort- 
cherne, is reasonably to be assumed at 
230 years before the death of King 
Cimbroath. This 353 plus 230 equals 
583, i.e., the certainly known date of 
the Prophet Jeremiah, as well as when 
he could have been in Ireland.* 

“IF the word Ollam” writes a He- 
brew friend, “was spoken as relating 
to a man, it would simply imply that 
he was a professor of hidden knowledge 
which was not common to man gener- 





* See “The Date of Jeremiah's Arrival in Ireland" 
by Thos. W. Plant, Destiny for March 1938. 
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ally.”” He who founded the college of 
Ollam was the Ard Ollam, i.e., Chief 
Ollam. 

A celebrated bard, Cu-an O’Coch- 
lain, a considerable man, and for a 
time Regent of Ireland, A.D. 1024, 
collected the legends which in his day 
were prevalent concerning this Tara 
episode of early Yarish history, and 
ran them into a poetic selection, from 
which we take as follows: 


The gentle Heremon here maintained 

His lady, safe in an impregnable fortress; 

She received from him all the favors she 
desired, 

And all his promises to her he fulfilled. 


Bregli of ‘Tea was a delightsome abode, 
On record as a place of great renown; 

It contained the grand, the great Mergech,! 
A sepulchre which has not been violated. 


The daughter of Pharaoh, of many cham- 
pions, 

Tephi,? the most beautiful that traversed 
the plains, 

Here formed a fortress, circular and strong,* 

Which she described with her breast pin 
and wand. 


She gave a name to her fair fortress, 

This royal lady of agreeable aspect,‘ 

“The Fortress of Tephi,” where met the 
assembly, 

Where every proceeding was conducted 
with propriety. 


It may be related without reserve, 
That a mound was raised over Tephi as 
here recorded, 
And the bier beneath this unequaled 
tomb, 
Here formed for this mighty queen. 
oo «@ 


It is a mystery not to be uttered.® 





1 This is the great Mergech at Tara Hill, the name 
of the tomb was thought to be Celtic, but now since 
1871 is known to be Hebrew and significant, particu- 
larly of a place of deposit for treasures, secrets, mys- 
teries, etc. (Jer. 32: 13-44!). Considering the treasures, 
ark, title deeds to Palestine and various other Hebrew 
marks of identity which Jeremiah had with him, and 
which he and Baruch were directed to bury, the ex- 
plicitness with which this tomb of Tephi is described 
is noticeable. 

2 Tephi is Hebrew — a pet name — like Violet — 
denoting beauty and a fragrance of all delicious fruits. 
It is a cognomen —a surname. Tea-Tephi was the 
entire surname, like Eleanor, the beloved; Rosamond, 
the fair. The word does not occur in medieval Irish 
at all; like Mergech, Tara, Ollam, etc., it is a pure 
Hebrew word belonging to the oldest phase of the 
Gaelic of Vallancey’s contention. 

* Perhaps arched with the “‘ Royal Arch” of “‘ Free 
and Accepted”’ Masonic tradition over the very arch 
itself! Or at least vaulted below in a crypt with this 
mystic arch, and its removable key stone, are in 
circummetric proportions to the cubical treasure vault 
or mergech still inviolate, for Tea was immured both 
within and without her fortress or house, i.e., ‘‘ Beth."’ 

4 Otherwise ‘‘The woman with the prosperous royal 
smile.” 

5 There is manifestly a mystery surrounding this 
whole episode but here we reach the most interior part 
of it. Suppose we imagine for a moment that in this 
mergech of Tea Tephi lies also deposited the Ark of 
Israel! That the school of Ollams established by 


The length and breadth of the tomb of 
Tephi 

Accurately measured by the sages, 

Was sixty two feet of exact measure, 

As prophets and Druids have related. 


Tephi was her name! She excelled all 
virgins! 

Wretched for him who had to entomb her; 

Sixty feet of correct admeasurement 

Were marked as a sepulchre to enshrine 
her. 


It is asserted that all mankind may know — 
That a mound was raised over Tephi as 
recorded. 


And she lies beneath this unequaled tomb, 
* * * : 


Here formed for this mighty Queen. 
* * * 


The mournful death of Tephi, who had 
come to the North, 


Was not.for a moment concealed. 
x * * 


A meeting was held to select a sepulchre 

In the South, as a tomb for the beloved 
Tephi; 

Temor, the impregnable, of lasting re- 
sources, ® 

Which conferred on the woman high 


renown. 


Five hundred years previous to the 
writing of the foregoing poem, the 
Irish kings (513 A.D.), oppressed by a 
consciousness of the “mystery” sur- 
rounding Tara’s foundations, assem- 
bled there to inquire of the Bards what 
could be discovered. The session lasted 
three days. A poem was composed on 
this occasion by one Amerigin, Chief 
Bard to King Oesmond, from infor- 
mation communicated to him by an 
old sage called Fintan. The following 
verses are a literal translation of this 
poem: 

Temor of Bregia! Whence so called? 


Relate to me, O learned sages! 
* * * 


When was the place called Te-mor? 
* * * 
Was it in the time of Parthalon of battles? 
Or at the first arrival of Caesaire? 
Tell me in which of these invasions 
Did the place obtain the name of Tea-mor? 


O Tuan! O generous Finnchadh! 

O Bran! O active Cu-Alladh! 

O Dubham! Ye venerable Five! 

Whence was acquired the name of Te-mar? 


“It appears to have been once called 





Jeremiah were in reality Free and Accepted Masons 
—from whom later, as we can show the ancient 
Scottish rite descended (Ireland was Scotia Major); 
these, in this tomb of such large dimensions, perhaps 
we shall in due time discover. The type of all Royal 
Arch Masonry. 

* The ‘‘resources” here referred to as so lasting, are 
perhaps the Stone, the Race, the Ark, the Title Deeds, 
the Standard, the Harp, the Ollams, etc. 
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Hazelwood,’ and then other names 
in succession.” 


“Until the coming of the agreeable 
Teah, the wife of Heremon of noble 


aspect.” 
Then the name was changed. 


A rampart was raised around her home 
For Tea, the daughter of Lug-h’-Aidh 
She was buried outside, in her mound, 
And from her it was named Tea-mur. 


‘The seat of the kings,” it was called; 


| LETTERS 


I want to thank you for the marked copy 
of Destiny for January. This was my first 
knowledge of such a magazine, and I read 
with interest the marked article [“‘Rethink- 
ing Christianity” by C. R. Dickey]. I agree 
with the author in his statement concern- 
ing the compromise which must necessitate 
anything like a union of Catholic, Protes- 
tant and Jew. 

When I entered my first pastorate I 
united with an interdenominational Min- 
isterial Alliance. The program committee 
gave me a topic to discuss which involved 
the subject of baptism. My idea of bap- 
tism carried with it no essential-to-salva- 
tion idea; Jesus both died for our sins, and 
was raised for our justification. No one 
ordinance can preach both. The Lord’s 
supper preaches the Lord’s death, ’till He 
come, and baptism shows He is risen from 
the dead. And I did not see any reason for 
not discussing it as I believe it. When I was 
through and discussion began, one minis- 
ter shouted in apparent injured tone: “I 
thought it was understood that we were not 
to tread on one another’s toes!” The only 
answer I could give was for him to keep 
his feet out of the way! 

The incident shows to me the absolute 
uselessness of any interdenominational fel- 
lowships, as such. Everyone coming to 
them is cocked and primed to guard well 
his position when he knows others are not 
in sympathy with him. We are like the 
woman’s dish of hash. All is put into the 
same pot, good and bad, and if any poison 
is in it all will get sick! 

Jesus said, “All that ever came before 
me are thieves and robbers” (John 1o: 8). 
The priests of other religions took the offer- 
ings, and gave them nothing back. Jesus 
came that they might have life and have it 
abundantly (John 10:10) and He gave 
His life that we might live. No other priest 
or teacher of religion ever did that before. 
Somewhere I read that the word “religion” 
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The princes, descendants of the Milesians; 
Five names had it ere that time; 
That is from Fordruim to Temor. 


I am Fintan, the Bard: 

The historian of many tribes; 

In latter times I have passed my days 
At the earthen fort above Temor. 


Log is Celtic for “God,” and Aidh 
is the same for ‘“‘House,”’ hence this 
makes Tephi the daughter of God’s 
House! How pointed an allusion is this 
to Tephi, the daughter of Bethel! 


came from the root of a word “religio” 
which described the tendency of a vine to 
cling to a weed, or other supporting tree or 
bush. From that we see that one may have 
religion, but the thing or person clung to 
will show whether his religion holds to 
something worthwhile or not. Christ is 
either what He says He is or He was an 
impostor. If He is what He claimed to be, 
and one does not believe in Him, his reli- 
gion amounts to no more than a vine cling- 
ing to a weed. When the weed dies, the 
man and his religion fall with it... . 

Satan is spoken of by the Apostle Paul 
as coming as an angel of light and his min- 
isters are doing likewise. If that is true, the 
deceit is not coming from the so-called 
world, but from pretenders to Christianity. 
In Matthew 7: 21-23 there is the judgment 
of preachers and, as they thought, success- 
ful ones. “‘Have we not prophesied in thy 
name, and in thy name cast out demons, 
and in thy name done many wonderful 
works?” Who else but a successful evange- 
list or pastor whom the world applauded 
could say that? But they heard, “‘Depart 
from me, ye workers of iniquity. I never 
knew you.” According to the Scriptures 
our deceivers will be brilliant men, ap- 
parently sincere, and winning the crowd. 
The same description of the judgment is 
also in Matthew 25 where they question 
the judgment of Jesus and say, “When 
saw we thee thus and so and did not min- 
ister unto thee?” Then the solemn answer, 
“Inasmuch as ye did it not unto these, my 
brethren, ye did it not unto me.” In 
Christ’s description of the judgment, it was 
the self-righteous, the brilliant, the great 
**T am’s” who had to hear the word, “‘De- 
part!” Those who cared for the poor, the 
sick, imprisoned, hungry, naked, thirsty, 
were the ones applauded, “‘Come ye blessed 
of my Father.” James, perhaps, came near 
it when he said, “Pure religion and un- 
defiled before our God and Father is this: 
To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep one’s self un- 
spotted from the world.” 

Now, instead of rethinking religion, why 
not rethink Christ? As is so well emphasized 
in the article, religion in itself means noth- 


Lughaidh was a man’s name in later 
Irish times just as Bethel was in Puri- 
tan days, as we see in Sir Bethel Cod- 
ington, a Christian name, etc., and Sir 
Richard Bethel, a surname, and Bethia, 
a woman’s name, etc. There were two 
kings of this name in Irish history, 
Lughaidh I and Lughaidh II. On the 
whole, this is as pointed a reference to 
the daughter of King Zedekiah, who 
brought the Lia Fail and Bethel, or 
Lughaidh, to Ireland as we could want. 
(To be continued) 


ing unless there is some compensation be- 
hind it. Jesus is the cause and object of the 
sinner’s devotion and it is only through 
Him that we find the door to the sheepfold. 
He is the bread, water, clothing and breath 
of the believer. For community interests, 
like prohibition, guarding the schools in 
matters of entertainments, Sunday amuse- 
ments, etc., a community Ministerial Alli- 
ance may be of some value. But when it 
meets to discuss doctrine, one may as well 
stay at home. They come to the meeting 
fortified against all criticism — Bible or no 
Bible. Let us, then, get back to first princi- 
ples and rethink Christ. 

Rev. R. W. NEATHERY 

Falconer, New York 

e 

I’m wondering what an ex-GI can do 
to help save his country. I’ve found it to be 
in one helluva mess. Communists and rack- 
eteering communist labor unions are run- 
ning it ragged. Our system of free enter- 
prise is being dragged down to the gutter 
and tossed around. I don’t think the Ameri- 
can people are going to take this much 
longer. At least the GIs aren’t. 

Ex-GI 
Buffalo, New York 
© 

Recently I learned that in Vol. 7, Page 
371, the Jewish Encyclopedia states under 
the heading “‘Judas Iscariot” that all of 
Christ’s disciples except Judas Iscariot 
were Galileans. I was interested in it as one 
more link in the chain proving our con- 
tention that they were Galileans and not 
Jews. The exact quotation is, “In all likeli- 
hood, Judas, being of the district of Judah, 
while the rest were all Galileans, was not 
impressed with the Messianic character 
claimed by Jesus.” .. . 

Grapys WILDEN 
Dallas, ‘Texas 
* 

Language is beggared when one tries to 
express how we feel about Destiny. It has 
a unique place in America and the message 
it gives is so vital and it must be gotten out 
to the people. 

NettiE C. GEEDING 
Harvey, Illinois 
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JANISSA is in a sense the biography of an era. It depicts the conse- 
quences of the intrigues which characterized the political conditions 
during those years which became climactic with the siege of Jerusalem. 
This novel of Egypt and Palestine portraying the years which marked 
the dawn of Christianity was selected by the Christian Herald as “one of 
the twelve best books of the year.” It caused Dr. Daniel A. Poling, the 
Christian Herald’s eminent editor and reviewer, to state that it has 
hardly been equalled since Ben Hur - By RoBert THomas NEWCOMB. 
358 pages, $3.00, postpaid. 





Al Witness 


THE GREAT PYRAMID stands as a witness to the Lord of Hosts 
today just as Isaiah prophesied long ago that it would. It bears testi- 
mony to the certainty of Divine prophecy already fulfilled and to that 
which, as yet, is unfulfilled. Herein is incorporated corroborative testi- 
mony to the accuracy of the Bible record. GREAT PYRAMID PROOF OF 
Gop contains in simplified form the vital truths of the Great Pyramid. 
Now in its ninth edition. It is one of the most popular Great Pyramid 
books published - By Greorce R. RIFFERt. 226 pages, $2.00, postpaid. 





At helie 


A LETTER FROM JESUS CHRIST! What would you give to have 
such a letter? Yet He did write one and addressed it to all His follow- 
ers, dictating it to His beloved Disciple John with illustrations in 
—. a visions of things to come. SruDy IN REVELATION enables the 
; >» “SS ges ce reader to understand the significance of the communication 
_ AWA ae from the Lord which John declared would be a blessing to 
SNM SSS those who would read and understand the meaning of 
oat the message it contained. This is an ideal book for 
those who seriously want to understand the last 
book of the New Testament - By Howarp 
B. RAND. 384 pages, $3.50, postpaid. 
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Judah’s Sceptre 


and 


Joseph’s Birthright 


by 
Rev. J. H. Allen 


ANY BOOKS have been written setting forth Scrip- 
tural facts identifying the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic 
peoples with the House of Israel. ‘There is, how- 

ever, one book which, perhaps more than any other, has 
influenced people to recognize and accept the Scriptural, 
prophetical teachings concerning modern Israel: It is 
Fudah’s Sceptre and Joseph's Birthright by Rev. J. H. Allen. 


Destiny Publishers are pleased to announce they have 
taken over the publication of this excellent work. Here is 
a book which should be in every pastor’s library for 
ready reference. It is a must on the reading list of wide- 
awake Christian teachers and leaders who would under- 
stand the distinctions between the various subdivisions 
of the Race of the Book. 


Those looking for a book sufficiently comprehensive to 
lay a foundation of essential facts will find in this volume 
a clear and understandable presentation of the multiple 
evidences of identification, drawing supporting proof 
from the Bible and from secular history as well. If you 
wish to hand a book to a friend which will answer his 
first questions, we highly recommend this title to be one 
of those you select. 377 pages, $2.00 postpaid. 


Destiny Publishers 
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